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Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the American University of Sharjah Model United Nations 
(AUSMUN) 2020. This conference has been the home of fruitful debate, practical resolutions, 
dedicated moderators, spectacular delegates, and diligent advisory and executive boards for 
the past twelve years and is continuing to do so for its thirteenth year. With 1000 delegates reg-
istered from more than 45 national and international educational institutions, this conference will 
be the biggest one yet! 

This year’s theme ‘Embracing Diversity, Shaping the Future’ has been designed to capture the 
essence of issues that surround our globalized society. Even though we have come this forward 
in time, there has been little to no improvement in accepting diversity as portrayed by the lat-
est atrocities in several countries around the world. However, the future can be successfully be 
shaped for us, the youth, only by embracing diversity in every sector of life and we hope to draw 
attention to this.

This background guide has been formulated by our hard-working chairs and the research team 
to provide delegates with the starting point of their preparation for this three-day conference. 
The guide is initially divided into two sections based on the two topics and is further split into 
logical components. Firstly, the Summary and History section acts as an introduction to the issue 
by highlighting important events, terms, history, and global implications. Secondly, the Dis-
course on the Issue section establishes a link between the issue, its implications, significance, 
and the United Nations Charter. Lastly, the Past International Organization (IO) Actions and 
Latest Developments section elaborates on the previous action that has been taken and latest 
development in terms of the last actions taken with regards to the issue. At the end of each 
issue, delegates will find sections of Questions the Discussions and Resolutions Should Address 
and Suggestions for Further Research that aim to streamline the process of delegate’s research. 
However, in order to grab a better understanding of the topic and be able to position yourself 
better to participate during the conference, it is advised to go beyond the background guide 
since this guide does not encapsulate enough information to be sufficient for every country and 
is only a brief introduction to the issues at hand. It is highly encouraged for delegates to view 
the ‘Delegate Handbook’ on the AUSMUN website and the ‘How to Research’ video on YouTube 
created by AUSMUN. 

Finally, I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to all the contributors to this background 
guide. It is the collaborative work of the Moderators, AUSMUN Research Team, and the AUSMUN 
Media Team. On behalf of them all, I truly hope that this guide will be of great help to you. 

All the very best for the conference and if you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me at research@ausmun.com. 

Sincerely, 
Manaswi Madichetty 
Director of Research 
AUSMUN 2020 
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Dear delegates!

Welcome to the American University of Sharjah Model United Nations. We are very pleased to 
introduce you to our committee and also to provide the most beneficial session with the help of 
all your great ideas working together.

UNIDO is a specialized agency tasked with promoting sustainable and inclusive industrial devel-
opment, providing an avenue through which the United Nations (UN), Member States, and other 
stakeholders can develop partnerships and address challenges to industrial development, par-
ticularly in developing regions. The committee consists of 168 member states and has the ability 
to make programmatic and policy decisions on issues within the mandate of UNIDO in line with 
the overall function of the organization 

Upon the selection of the topic, the committee must be able to draft a resolution which must 
attain a two-thirds majority in order to pass. Please note that posting paper should be submit-
ted before the 4th of February to the following email: b00078780@aus.edu.  Looking forward 
to meeting you at the conference and good luck preparing. In case of any doubts or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact us on the mentioned email.

Sincerely,
The UNIDO chairs.



The United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization

UNIDO



The Role of Information and Communications Technology in Industrial 
Development

Topic I

1.   Summary & History

In this vastly evolving digital world, information and communication technology (ICT), has been 
proven to be a potent catalyst for the drastic industrial development. This digitalization has 
altered our economic concept to one that is boundlessly impacting every single aspect of our 
lives. ICT consists of “hardware, software, networks, media compilation, storage, processing, 
transmission, and demonstration of data via voices, texts, and images” ( Pradhan et al). 
ICT acts as a conduit in influencing industrial development through prolific crucial channels, 
including, the digitalization of the production of goods and services which directly lead to the 
manufacture of value-added goods and services to the economy. Also, the digitalization of input 
services in the manufacture of other goods and services owed to the increase in productivity on 
a micro firm-level eventually led to a macro effect on the growth of the economy. 

Moreover, ICT permits access to different markets, decreases the capital costs as a result of in-
creasing the efficiency of the functioning of financial markets, it decreases transaction expenses 
thus improve production. It offers instantaneous connectivity: voices, data, and visual photos/
videos hence improving competence, transparency, and accurateness. “ICT eliminated the need 
for more burdening means of communicating and transacting by physical travel” (Information 
technology in the service society: a twenty-first century lever, 1994). It amplified the options 
provided in the marketplace and grants access to otherwise unavailable goods and services. It 
expanded the geographic capacity of potential markets and networked knowledge and informa-
tion of all kinds. 

Viewing ICT’S effect from a firm level, the World Bank’s surveys of approximately 50 developing 
countries imply that “firms using ICT see faster sales growth, higher productivity and faster em-
ployment growth in comparison to Firms that do not” (UNIDO, 2019). The use of ICT, specifically 
the Internet access, has promoted the sustainable development of entrepreneurship and early 
rising industries as it reduced the barriers of financing them by mitigating informational asym-
metry and cutting agency expenses.

The history of the computerization of United Nations statistics began back in 1965 when the UN 
received its first mainframe processor. “Then, In the 1980’ s, “universal access” became one of 
the UN’s bigges goals” (Bühler, Schlaich, & Sinner, 2018). Later on with the introduction of Inter-
national Business Machines (IBM) PCs in 1984, the UNSD bought their first personalized com-
puters for processing arithmetical data and reproducing statistical publications which led to a 
drastic shift in the mainframe to a novel paradigm of computing. Further in the 1990s, the UNSD 
established its links with the UNHQ computer network which allowed all consumers easy access 
to the mainframe from their own PCs. In that same era, emails were introduced creating prolific 
opportunities for communicating and data collecting. 

Lastly, the quantum leap of productivity took place in 2006 were all the major statistical fabricating 
systems were internet-based offering superior capabilities for data collection, processing and dis-



semination. “The computing infrastructure at that time embraced 10 servers for development and 
production with a storage capacity of Five Terabytes” (Bühler, Schlaich, & Sinner, 2018).  

2.   Discourse on the Issue

Firstly, the application of ICT to manufacturing techniques increases productivity tremendously. 
The introduction of robots and computerized manufacturing has triggered an unprecedented 
era of automation. However, poorer nations possess significantly lower amounts of ICT capital as 
many of them are still largely agrarian economies. ICT also enables individuals to access financial 
services and increases financial inclusion especially for rural populations (World Bank, 2019). While 
integrating ICT has benefits, concerns on automation and job loss must also be duly noted. 

Secondly, the problem of ICT accessibility has indirect but significant impacts on human wellbeing. 
For instance, the World Bank provides examples of how ICT enables the digitization of health-
care services, which make them more efficient (World Bank, 2014).  All of this correlate with Arti-
cle 55 of the UN Charter which asserts that the UN aims to promote “higher standards of living, 
full employment, and conditions of economic and social progress and development” (UN,1945). 
ICT also helps in achieving UN Sustainable Development Goal 9: “Build a resilient infrastructure, 
promote sustainable industrialization and foster innovation” (UN, n.d.). Finally, one must note the 
wide disparities. Less than 50% of Sub-Saharan Africa have access to electricity (World Bank, 2017), 
which in turn affects access to ICT services. Moreover, the International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU), a specialized branch of the UN, publishes a Global ICT Development Index. The ranks show 
that Africa, Central Asia, and certain Asian countries require more action for progress (ITU, 2017). 
Meanwhile, India and China are two countries that have made remarkable strides: India’s ICT mar-
ket is valued at $180 billion and is the fastest-growing telecom market in the world (International 
Trade Administration, 2019). While by 2021, the ICT market will represent more than 55% of China’s 
GDP (ITA, 2019).

3.   Past International Organization (IO) Actions & Latest Developments

In 2008, UNIDO released a document called “Effective Policies for Small businesses” that high-
lighted the significance of using Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in SMEs for 
economic growth and national development (UNIDO, 2009). In addition, in 2001, UNIDO present-
ed the Africa Investment Promotion Agency Network (AfrIPANet) to interface African Investment 
Promotion Agencies (IPAs) where partners can take part in discourses. The initiative suggested 
implementing UNIDO’s Mobile Phone solution for SMEs. It stressed that mobile phones have the 
power of initiating trade connections abroad and can aid in searching for employees. Recently, 
UNIDO set out a strategic plan for nations in order to obtain ICT, especially in transition coun-
tries seeking to further develop their market economies. Furthermore, the UN General Assembly 
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which emphasized on the importance 
of ICT in achieving the Agenda’s goals. The 2030 Agenda has put the enhancement of ICT 4 re-
sources as a top priority because of its ability to: improve humans’ innovation skills, aid in scientific 
discoveries, and develop knowledge societies (UNIDO, n.d.). Also, the agenda targeted ICTs to be 
used to achieve some of their goals such as sustainable development in education, gender equal-
ity, universal and affordable access to the internet, and partnerships and means of implementation 
(UNIDO, n.d.)
 
4.   Questions the Discussions and Resolutions Should Address

• How can developing countries improve the implementation of ICTs within industrial fields?
• How can UNIDO increase their efforts on integrating ICTs in poor countries?



5.   Suggestions for Further Research

• Examples showing the positive and negative impacts of using ICT in industrial role?
• The role of your country in using ICT for their industry: whether they were successful or not. 
• Reasons behind the success or failure of your country for using ICT



Promoting Sustainable Production and Consumption

Topic II

1.   Summary & History

With the increased dependency on technology in our daily life, unsustainable solutions have be-
come a quick and easy reference for many. This calls for an immediate call for sustainable produc-
tion and consumption. The United Nations’ (UN) 12th goal ensures sustainable consumption and 
production patterns. According to the UN (2019): “Sustainable consumption and production are 
about promoting resource and energy efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and providing access 
to basic services, green and decent jobs and a better quality of life for all”. Currently, the material 
consumption of natural resources is increasing, particularly within Eastern Asia. Countries are also 
continuing to address challenges regarding air, water and soil pollution.

Since sustainable consumption and production aims at “doing more and better with less,” net 
welfare gains from economic activities can increase by reducing resource use, degradation and 
pollution along the whole life cycle, while increasing quality of life. There also needs to be a sig-
nificant focus on operating on the supply chain, involving everyone from the producer to the final 
consumer. This includes educating consumers on sustainable consumption and lifestyles, provid-
ing them with adequate information through standards and labels and engaging in sustainable 
public procurement, among others. The UN states that more than 1 billion people still do not have 
access to freshwater. The UN is putting effort into making countries shift to use natural resources 
efficiently and promote sustainable consumption. This will provide a healthier environment for 
the future. Such actions will also help end poverty as more natural resources will be preserved for 
future generations. It is very important to take such actions immediately to avoid them. The lack of 
proper leadership and guidance has put many countries back. Currently, the financial, political and 
technological are within reach. With 10 years left to achieve the sustainable development goals: 
global, local and people action should be taken. On the global level, proper leadership is required 
to meet the set goals. Locally, the changes required are in order to properly plan “policies, budg-
ets, institutions and regulatory frameworks of governments, cities and local authorities” as sug-
gested by the UN. People are guided to achieve sustainable goals by targeting the “youth, civil 
society, the media, the private sector, unions, academia, and other stakeholders, to generate an 
unstoppable movement pushing for the required transformations”. By aiding people in their soci-
ety to achieve sustainable goals, global goals can be met. This will also help stalk holders connect 
with one another and achieve the set goals.

2.   Discourse on the Issue

Firstly, the private sector is an important player in climate change. In fact, 100 companies are 
the source of over 70% of greenhouse gas emissions (Carbon Disclosure Project, 2017). On the 
other hand, the demand for various goods and services will only grow with the global middle 
class expected to triple by the year 2030. Moreover, businesses are inefficient and overestimate 
consumer demand, which results in a 30% waste of all manufactured goods  (Nayyar, 2016). An 
example is the fast fashion industry, which is the second most polluting industry after oil. Over 
11.1 million tons of worth clothes are dumped in US landfills annually (Nayyar, 2016). These fig-
ures suggest that we must take immediate corrective action.
Apart from the sustainable development goals, sustainable production and consumption will 



also effectively aid in achieving the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement, which aims “to 
strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change by keeping a global temperature 
rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius” (UNFCC, n.d.)

An important target under SDG 12 is to “rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies”, in other 
words, introduce regulations that incentivize businesses to use polluting fuels (UN, n.d.). How-
ever, figures from the International Energy Agency are rather alarming: China, Russia, Iran, and 
several other governments give off subsidies to the amount of tens of billions of dollars (IEA, 
n.d.). Instead of subsidizing fossil fuels, a policy that is increasingly in the talks is to make them 
more expensive for businesses through carbon taxes (Carbon Tax Center, n.d.). 

For businesses, the key to reducing greenhouse gas emissions is to use sustainable sources of 
energy. Governments should play an active role in introducing regulation and infrastructure to 
promote the same. A closer examination of trends reveals some surprising results. In the UK and 
US, two highly economically robust countries, less than 10% of total energy consumption comes 
from renewable energy. Nations like India, Canada, and Switzerland do comparatively better. In 
stark contrast, Sub-Saharan African economies have an average of 70% of their energy derived 
from renewable sources (World Bank, n.d.). 

3.   Past IO Actions and The Latest Developments

In 1972, The UN Conference on Environment and Development adopted the 1972 Stockholm 
Declaration (UNIDO). The declaration stressed upon the governments to exert more effort in 
protecting and improving the environment. In addition, it introduced 26 principles in the efforts 
of maintaining a sustainable environment. The principles highlight the responsibility of the citi-
zens to maintain a healthy environment to gain maximum environmental and economic benefits. 
Furthermore, it urges countries to start using renewable sources in order to conserve our natural 
resources. Fast forward to 2012, the UN conference of sustainable developments adopted A 10-
year Framework of Programmes on sustainable consumption and production patterns, Support-
ing the implementation of sustainable consumption and production programmes and initiatives 
in developing countries through adequate financial resources from multiple sources, including 
donor countries, the international financial institutions, the private sector and other voluntary 
contributions(“United Nations Official Document”, 2019). It also supports developing coun-
tries to conduct more scientific researches and technological discoveries to achieve sustainable 
methods of production and consumption (“United Nations Official Document”, 2019). Moreover, 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that was issued in 2015 by the UN had set “en-
suring sustainable production and consumption patterns” as one of its 17 goals (“Sustainable 
consumption and production”, 2019). It aims to “halve per capita global food waste at the retail 
and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including 
post-harvest losses” (“Sustainable consumption and production”, 2019). Most importantly, it 
focuses on reducing waste production through recycling, reduction, and prevention.

4.   Questions The Discussions and The Resolutions Should Address

• What is the best approach to enhance sustainability in the environment?
• How can UNIDO further strengthen its relations with governments and international organiza-

tions in order to tackle waste management issues?

5.   Suggestions For Further Research

• Countries which they had successful sustainable production or consumption



• Examples of UNIDO improving sustainable production in different countries
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