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Dear Delegates,

It is a great honour that we welcome you to AUSMUN 2023 and the Fourth General Assembly
committee which is also known as the Special Political, and Decolonization Committee
(SPECPOL). As your chairs this year, we are delighted to be working with you and are looking
forward to hearing what you have in store for us. We'll be talking about "the question of Sri
Lanka" and "the effectiveness of peacekeeping missions in Africa" during our committee
meetings. We seriously advise you to utilize this background guide during every stage of your
research as both issues have been extensively clarified and simplified to make your research
journey simpler.

We can not wait to meet you all and to make the most out of this year's GA4 committee. If you
have any inquiries or doubts do not hesitate to contact us through this email: (...), and we’d be glad
to help out. Good luck with your research!

Best Regards,
Kinda Abdulmouti, Massa Aldeirani, Abdulkarim al Safadi
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The Function of GA4
The only part of the UN that is genuinely representative of all peoples is the General Assembly.
The Security Council, Economic and Social Council, Secretariat, and International Court of Justice
are among the other important organisations. The General Assembly's role is to examine, debate,
and make recommendations on issues related to international peace and security, such as
development, disarmament, human rights, international law, and the peaceful settlement of
conflicts between states, as stated in the United Nations Charter.

The Fourth General Assembly also known as The Special Political and Decolonization Committee
(Fourth Committee) examines a wide range of topics, including a group of five agenda items
related to decolonization, the effects of atomic radiation, information-related issues, a thorough
examination of the issue of peacekeeping operations as well as an examination of special political
missions, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), Israeli Practices and settler colonialism, and other topics.

Why Was it Formed?
The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) is now considered as a doorway
to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), as the GA4 usually evaluates the issues brought
up by the council first. This is due to the Fourth Committee's wider perspective on international
security, as well as giving every UN member state a chance to speak before the matter is brought
up by other UN bodies. Consequently, the committee's decisions represent the consensus of the
members.of the nations in reference to important issues. The seven subordinate organisations that
answer to the Fourth the United Nations Relief and Works Committee, the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations (C-34), and in the Near East, and Works Agency for State of Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA), as well as the Committee on Cooperative Operations for Peaceful Uses of
Space (Special Political and Decolonization, UN, 2021).

The Voting Procedure of the Committee
Each Member in the General Assembly has one vote[Rules 82, 83 and 85 reproducing textually the
three paragraphs of Article 18 of the Charter]. A two-thirds majority is required to make decisions
on crucial matters including but are not limited to maintaining global peace and security, admitting
new members, and the UN budget. The General Assembly must also get a two-thirds majority in
order to decide on proposals, proposals' parts, and amendments to proposals, however, these are
put to vote separately. Decisions on other questions, including the determination of additional
categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be made by a simple majority
of the members present and voting. It is important to recognize that "members present and voting"
refers to individuals who cast a yes or no vote. Members who opt to abstain from voting are
regarded as non-voting committee members.  
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 The parties' consent
 Impartiality
 The non-use of force unless necessary to defend oneself or the mission.

The U.N. Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic
(MINUSCA),
The U.N. Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA),
The U.N. Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA),
The U.N. Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS),
The U.N. Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO),
The African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), and
The U.N. Mission for the Organization of a Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO).

One of the most useful instruments the UN has to help host nations travel the challenging road
from violence to peace has proven to be peacekeeping. The capacity to deploy and maintain
military and police from all over the world while integrating them with civilian peacekeepers to
accomplish multifaceted missions is one of the peacekeeping's distinctive characteristics, along
with legitimacy, burden sharing, and global reach.
UN troops offer protection, political support, and assistance in peacebuilding to help nations make
the challenging early transition from violence to peace.
Three fundamental principles serve as the foundation for UN peacekeeping:

1.
2.
3.

 
As a vital part of U.S. policy toward Africa and a crucial instrument for promoting more stability
and security on the continent, many Members of Congress have shown an interest in the missions,
efficacy, and financing status of U.N. peacekeeping operations in Africa. The United States has a
significant role in founding, renewing, and supporting individual operations, including those in
Africa, as a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council (the Council) with veto power.
 
The main financial supporter of U.N. peacekeeping is the United States. There are seven United
Nations peacekeeping missions operating in Africa as of September 2019:

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

 
Remarkably, the UN only supported one peacekeeping mission in Africa in its first 40 years: the
United Nations mission in Congo (1960-64). This served as the UN's "baptism in fire" for the
challenging and sometimes torturous mission of maintaining peace on the unstable continent. The
UN didn't send military soldiers to the continent once more until 1989, this time to assist in
observing the creation of an independent Namibia. Encouraged by this positive outcome, more
than seventeen operations were started in Africa in the 1990s, which made the story of African
peacekeeping, as captivatingly told by MacQueen, rich in diversity and full of adventure, with
plenty of successes and failures, some victories (for example, in Namibia and Mozambique), and
several significant tragedies (Rwanda and Somalia being the most notable).
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More than half of the UN peacekeeping missions in the world are in Africa. The continent not only
contains half of the nations where the blue helmets are stationed, but it also receives about 80% of
the total funding for such operations. With more than fifty thousand troops deployed in countries
where insurgent groups and civil wars have murdered civilians and threatened to destabilize
neighbouring areas.

The UN's peacekeeping missions on the continent have come under fire for a variety of issues,
including but not limited to, poor management, a failure to act when people are in danger,
peacekeepers' violations of human rights, and funding issues. According to reports, women and
even children were assaulted in return for food and clothing and the UN hasn’t taken any action
against the soldiers involved. Earlier in 2021, the UN decided to withdraw 450 peacekeepers from
the Central African Republic following a multitude of sexual abuse allegations. Additionally,
peacekeeping forces have shown repeated failures to protect civilians, several missions have been
accused of inaction and ineffectiveness. 
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Abyei, a region claimed by Sudan and South Sudan (UNISFA), the Central African Republic
(MINUSCA), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), Mali (MINUSMA), South
Sudan (UNMISS), and Western Sahara are all in Africa (MINURSO). The African Union (AU),
European Union (EU), and other regional blocs are also the sponsors of a few peacekeeping or
security operations. The largest are the Group of Five for the Sahel (G5 Sahel) Joint Force, the
Lake Chad Basin Commission Multinational Joint Task Force, and the African Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM). Recently, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and
Rwanda both sent soldiers to fight the insurrection in Mozambique, and an EU task force known
as Takuba, directed by France, joined other operations in the Sahel. The foremost organisation for
approving and managing global peacekeeping missions is the United Nations. Deploying
peacekeepers often abides by three principles: the primary parties to the dispute must consent;
peacekeepers must stay impartial but not neutral; and peacekeepers may not use force unless it is
necessary for self-defence or the protection of their mandate. Nevertheless, UN forces have been
stationed in conflict areas when not all major parties have given their approval, such as in Mali and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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3

TIMELINE

 The 1990s also saw a shift in global conflict and a rise in the demand for peacekeeping missions.
Only 15 peacekeeping missions were carried out by the UN worldwide between 1948 and 1988;
between 1989 and 1999, that number increased to 31. Seven of the 16 armed conflicts that
engulfed the African continent in 1999—which totalled more than 1,000 battle-related deaths—
were wars. MINURSO in Western Sahara, UNAMSIL in Sierra Leone, UNMEE in Eritrea and
Ethiopia, and MONUC in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are the four peacekeeping
operations that the UN currently has operating in Africa. Today, there is a real chance that the
continent may see other civil conflicts like those that tore through Sierra Leone and Liberia in the
1990s.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

How can the deployment system for peacekeeping operations in Africa be improved to enable
a rise in peacekeeping operations' success?

What elements influence the success of peacekeeping operations in Africa?

What are some reliable indicators of peacekeeping missions' success?

What outside variables could compromise the success of peacekeeping efforts?

What could non-African nations do to enhance the success rate of peacekeeping operations in
Africa?

What are significant issues which disturb peacekeeping missions?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

The gender divide in peacekeeping missions 

Sexual exploitation and abuse in peacekeeping missions

Reasons for failure of peacekeeping missions 

Peacekeeping Missions in Africa: Are They Working?
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Sri Lanka is currently experiencing a severe economic and political crisis due partly to its twin
deficit economy. A ‘twin economy’ is one in which domestic spending surpasses domestic
revenue, placing it at risk of external debt and increasing its reliance on foreign capital flows. This
crisis has caused unheard-of levels of inflation, nearly complete depletion of foreign exchange
reserves, a shortage of medical supplies, and a rise in the pricing of essential commodities.
For several years, the government has obtained numerous loans from other nations and
international organizations to pay for the provision of public services. The nation's tourism
industry has also been impacted by a number of concerns. The industry-first experienced a wave of
extremist assaults on hotels and churches. In 2020, the COVID-19 epidemic struck, preventing
travel. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine, two of the nations that sent the majority of
visitors to the country, finally broke out in 2022. The output of rice and tea, two of Sri Lanka's key
export goods, was severely decreased in 2021 as a result of a restriction on fertilizers implemented
by the government.

Finally, in 2021, the Sri Lankan government officially declared that this is the worst economic
catastrophe that the country has witnessed in seven decades. In August 2021, a food emergency
was declared. As of February 2022, the inflation rate reached to 17.5%, almost triple that of
September 2021. Moreover, Sri Lanka has around $4 billion in debt that needs to be repaid over
the course of the rest of the year, including a $1 billion foreign sovereign bond that matures in
July.

As a result, in March 2022, it was reported from several locations that political parties and non-
partisan organizations had organized and unorganized rallies over the government's poor handling
of the economy. The political opposition organized a number of protests calling on the current
administration to end the financial crisis and step down quickly in the wake of the broader
economic catastrophe. Following these protests, on April 1, the government proclaimed a state of
emergency. On April 2, it announced a 36-hour curfew starting at 6 p.m., and on April 3, it shut
down social media for 15 hours. 

Various measures taken by the government such as the curfew and social media blackout as well
as the police actions taken to break up protests may discourage people from expressing their
grievances. Furthermore, the UN was closely monitoring and warned against a drift into militarism
and a weakening of institutional checks and balances in Sri Lanka.
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Human Rights Watch stated recently that the economic crisis in Sri Lanka is pushing millions of
people into poverty and endangering their access to healthcare, education, and a livable wage. In
order to create a new social protection system and achieve debt relief, the Sri Lankan government
should collaborate with key financial institutions and partners. They also need to take action to
ensure fair taxes and combat corruption at the highest levels of government.

Ranil Wickremesinghe became president on July 21 as a result of widespread demonstrations over
economic mismanagement, corruption, and violations of human rights that began in March 2022
and drove President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to quit. The new administration has been in talks with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout as well as with international creditors to
restructure debts that Sri Lanka defaulted on in May. These debates are taking place while the new
government's legitimacy has been harmed by a fresh crackdown on dissent.

In times of economic crisis, foreign financial institutions and governments that hold Sri Lanka's
debt or are taking part in debt restructuring discussions are required by international law to take
action to preserve human rights. In accordance with the United Nations Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights, private creditors are required to rectify any negative effects on
human rights that they may be a part of.
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With 6.7 million people in urgent need of humanitarian aid, Sri Lanka's economic crisis is quickly
turning into one of the greatest humanitarian disasters in decades. As the humanitarian effects of
the economic crisis continue to grow, millions of people are experiencing shortages of food,
gasoline, cooking gas, vital supplies, and medications. The 2.4 million people currently living in
poverty, who are among those most impacted by the loss of jobs, food shortages, and rising prices
for necessities, are of special concern to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent (IFRC). Sri Lanka Red Cross Secretary General, Mahesh Gunasekara, said: “The
situation has taken a devastating turn for people already struggling to put food on the table during
the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s even worse for single-parent households and millions who cannot
work or send their children to school because of the fuel crisis. The Sri Lanka Red Cross Society
(SLRCS), the primary national humanitarian player, is supported by the IFRC. Since the nation's
independence, the SLRCS, a neutral and unbiased institution, has offered humanitarian aid. In 25
of the county's districts, over 10,000 dry ration food packs and 4,000 cash handouts have already
been delivered, while 5000 school supplies have been distributed to 10 districts. 10,000
households in four districts are receiving food kits and clean water while waiting in line for
gasoline for days. SLRCS and the Ministry of Health are collaborating closely to supply hospitals
with critical medications that are currently in limited supply. Over 20,000 individuals, including
protesters and security personnel, have been receiving emergency medical care from first
responders and Red Cross ambulances throughout the most recent protests. Over a thousand
patients received ambulance services from SLRCS and were sent to hospitals for additional care.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE

April 1: State of emergency

Rajapaksa declares a temporary state of emergency, giving security forces sweeping powers to
arrest and detain suspects, after a spate of protests.

April 3: Cabinet resigns

Almost all of Sri Lanka’s cabinet resigns at a late-night meeting, leaving Rajapaksa and his
brother Mahinda – the prime minister – isolated.

The governor of the central bank, has resisted calls to seek a bailout from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), announces his resignation a day later.

April 5: President loses majority

President Rajapaksa’s problems deepen as finance minister Ali Sabry resigns just a day after
he was appointed.

The embattled leader loses his parliamentary majority as former allies urge him to quit. He
lifts the state of emergency.

April 19: First casualty

Police kill a protester, the first casualty of several weeks of anti-government protests.

The next day, the IMF says it has asked Sri Lanka to restructure its colossal external debt
before a rescue package can be agreed.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

What was the impact of the crisis on people’s living situations 

What other issues were caused as a result of the economical crisis?

Are the protests more harmful than they are beneficial?

How are non-nations helping Sri Lanka out in this economical crisis?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Protests which occurred due to the economical crisis 

Current solutions to resolve this economic crisis

Hunger strikes and loss of housing due to the Sri Lanka crisis 

Destruction of medical treatments and hospitalizations caused by this crisis 
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