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Dear Esteemed Delegates,

We welcome you to AUSMUN 2023 and introduce you to our committee, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)! We are highly honored to act as your chairs and are excited to
guide you to a fruitful and stimulating debate. 

The United Nations Development Programme was established in 1965 by UN officials who were
united in their mission to end poverty (UNDP). The UNDP was formed through the merger of the
Expanded Program of Technical Assistance (EPTA) and the United Nations Special Fund. Since
then, the committee's priorities have included reducing poverty, empowering women, preserving
the environment, and generating new employment opportunities. Achim Steiner, the chairman of
the committee's Executive Board, which consists of 36 members from both rich and developing
nations, is based in New York City.

You’ll find in this background guide everything you need to familiarize yourself with this year’s
topics, from history and definitions to extra resources and questions that will aid you in your
research. Should you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at
undpausmun2023@gmail.com. Being a delegate can be intimidating at first, but as long as you
learn new skills and interact with people from all walks of life, we can guarantee you a fun
experience. We urge you all to contribute and collaborate with your fellow delegates, and of
course, we cannot wait to meet you all!

Warm Regards,
The UNDP Chairs
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History
The United Nations Development Programme was formed in 1966 by the General Assembly of the
United Nations as an effort to aid in the elimination of poverty and to promote sustainable human
development, democratic governance, the rule of law, and inclusivity in institutions. This
committee intends to support change and provide a means for countries to access knowledge,
experience, and resources to achieve the goals mentioned earlier.

Relevance
The UNDP works in 170 nations to alleviate poverty, inequality, and other factors contributing to
the world's inequity. It focuses on four essential areas: poverty eradication; democratic
governance; environmental and energy conservation; and crisis prevention and recovery. The
ultimate goal is to advocate for change and lay the groundwork for a better future for future
generations ("Preventing Violent Extremism," 2016). Furthermore, the UNDP devised the
Sustainable Development Goals to transform their intentions into action and create a program to
safeguard peace and prosperity by 2030 ("Preventing Violent Extremism," 2016). The UNDP
guarantees that its goals are met by conducting systematic analyses of global challenges and
focusing on systems that can aid in the resolution of these global concerns. Every year, it compiles
a report tracing and tabulating the degree of development of various countries using its Human
Development Index (HDI). HDI is a country's average performance in the three fundamental areas
of human development—health, knowledge, and standard of living—and is summarized and
combined in the HDI to gauge a country's development achievements and propose policies and
procedures to assure long-term growth.

Structure and Functions
The executive board of the UNDP consists of the Administrator, Assistant Administrator, and
Executive Office Chief of Staff. They are appointed for a three-year term by the Economic and
Social Council. The Bureau comprises one president and four vice presidents from various
geographical regions. The Bureau plays an essential role in overseeing numerous bureaus. There
are five regional bureaus for various continents or regions. Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Europe and
the Commonwealth of Independent States, Latin America, and the Caribbean are among them.
Bureaus are responsible for setting up meetings, encouraging formal and informal contact and
conversation during briefings, and, most importantly, disseminating knowledge about their
specific regions during meetings. These regional bureaus have hubs for each continent, which are
located in specific countries on those continents. The Bureau of External Relations and Advocacy,
Management Services, Policy and Program Support, and so on are examples of bureaus with
distinct roles. (2021 Organizational Chart). Subsequently, multiple offices carry out various tasks
and functions that align with the UNDP's basic goals. 

3

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE
United Nations Development Programme 

3



BACKGROUND GUIDE

For example, the Human Growth Report Office's goal is to help people have more opportunities,
choices, and freedom. This is accomplished by promoting innovative new ideas, advocating for
practical policy changes, and constructively challenging policies and approaches that stifle human
development. for example, attempts to provide individuals with opportunities to increase their
freedom and criticizing policies put in place for future development. Furthermore, to report
development transparently, the Office of Internal Audit and Investigations (OIAI) conducts audits
and other assurance activities, as well as independent investigations into suspected misconduct,
fraud, and corruption. It reports its findings and concerns to management and the Executive Board.
(OIAI) assists the UNDP in meeting its objectives by providing advisory services and internal
audits when releasing reports and analyzing development.

Funding
The United Nations is part of the UN system, consisting of several funds, specialized
organizations, and programs, each with its own goals, objectives, leadership, and budget. Instead
of assessed payments, all funds and programs are funded voluntarily. The specialized agencies, on
the other hand, are international, independent organizations supported through voluntary and
assessed contributions. The United Nations organizes its work with each of the UN system entities
interacting with it to achieve its aims. A more sustainable financial strategy is required due to the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development's unifying nature, according to the Quadrennial
Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR). It also requires UN Development System institutions to
improve the quality and functioning of their organized conversations to fund the development
outcomes outlined in the Strategic Plans. As a result, through a series of Structured Funding
Dialogues, the UNDP offers consistent updates on the implementation of the Integrated Resource
Plan and Integrated Budget (2018–2021) and the Strategic Plan (2018–2021). These talks with
member states are vital for addressing funding quality issues and better aligning financing with
Strategic Plan goals. The quality, predictability, and transparency of funding, as well as the
alignment of financial resources with UN strategic plans, are just a few of the topics discussed in
these conversations ("Structured Funding Dialogues," n.d.). Additionally, the UNDP runs the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Program (SGP), which embodies the principle of
"thinking globally, acting locally" in sustainable development. For projects in climate change
mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity, international waters and chemicals, land degradation, and
sustainable forest management, the program directly provides grants to local communities,
including indigenous people, community-focused organizations, and other non-governmental
organizations, of up to $50,000. SGP demonstrates how community action may sustain the delicate
balance between human needs and environmental requirements by offering both technical and
financial support to projects that protect the environment and enhance people's livelihoods and
well-being (GEF Small Grants, n.d.).
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The Sustainable Development Goals are a set of 17 social and economic objectives adopted by the
United Nations Member States to deal with issues involving poverty, inequality, justice, and peace
as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. When discussing the effectiveness of the
SDGs on poverty, many factors come into play. According to the United Nations, eradicating
poverty is “the greatest global challenge.” People require set frameworks to improve livelihoods,
economic opportunities, and productive resources. There are many aspects of poverty, such as lack
of resources, low income, geographical location, and governmental policies. However, the focus is
on SDG 1: End global poverty in all forms. Goal 1 asks for the eradication of all types of poverty
by 2030.

Additionally, it strives to help those impacted by other economic, social, and environmental
shocks, calamities, and extreme weather occurrences related to climate change. Goal 1 of the
Sustainable Development Goals calls for the abolition of poverty in all of its forms by 2030. It
aims to provide social protection for the poor and vulnerable, increase access to essential services,
and assist people harmed by climate-related extreme events and other economic, social, and
environmental shocks and disasters. It also aims to increase access to basic services for the
underprivileged and vulnerable. SDGs are also vital in addressing critical concerns such as global
warming and dangerous emissions which directly affect low-income communities such as Uganda
and Ethiopia, who depend on natural resources (African Development Bank et al., 2002). For
example, the survival of a country can rely on the availability of fresh water and energy. With
rising global temperatures, any change in rainfall patterns and agricultural seasons can cause
widespread famine and drought (World Meteorological Organization, 2021).

Many policies and agendas have failed to improve or enhance global economic and environmental
conditions significantly. With current international financial assets, financing the SDGs is
possible. However, current investment levels are significantly below the needed (UN, 2020). Poor
and vulnerable such as Bangladesh and Mozambique, which heavily rely on their agriculture
industry and foreign assistance, continue to suffer from food insecurity, inadequate healthcare, and
stalled economies. Rich countries such as Finland, Denmark, and Sweden score highly on the SDG
index, but many of these countries still produce damaging socioeconomic and environmental
spillovers. With recent conflicts such as the Russo-Ukrainian War, these goals have been
sacrificed for the sake of temporary economic and political gain. Children account for 40 percent
of the additional 10.4 million people in Eastern Europe experiencing poverty. In addition to the
war in Ukraine, inflation is driving 4 million children below the poverty line (UNICEF, 2022).
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More than half of the poor (593 million) do not have access to electricity or clean cooking
fuel.
Almost 40% of the poor (437 million) do not have safe drinking water or sanitation access.
More than 30% of the poor (374 million) lack nutrition, cooking fuel, sanitation, and housing.

Some of the most impactful aspects of poverty are low income/resources. They manifest as hunger
and malnutrition, limited access to healthcare and other necessities, social isolation and prejudice,
and a lack of participation in decision-making. In 2015, more than 736 million people lived below
the poverty line. These 736 million people, or 10% of the world's population, managed on less
than $1.90 daily. Before the pandemic, 10% of the world's population struggled to meet even the
most basic needs, including access to water, sanitation, education, and health care. These regions
experience the most significant increases in extreme poverty. More than 160 million children were
at risk of continuing to live in extreme poverty, and 122 women were living in poverty for every
100 men in the 25- to 64-year-old range. With collective humanitarian efforts, however, for ten
years, the percentage of employees worldwide who live in extreme poverty has decreased by half,
from 14.3 percent in 2010 to 7.1 percent in 2019. The proportion of workers living in extreme
poverty has declined by 50% over the past ten years, from 14.3% in 2010 to 7.1% in 2019.
Because of rapid economic growth and higher agricultural productivity, the number of
undernourished people has decreased by nearly half in the last two decades.
According to the report, numerous levels of deprivation must be addressed based on the most
recent data collected before the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In light of these worries, the General Assembly declared the Third United Nations Decade for the
Eradication of Poverty at its 72nd session (2018–2027). The Third Decade's goal is to maintain the
pace created by the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017)
toward poverty eradication. United Nations System-Wide Action Plan for the Second United
Nations Decade to End Poverty (2008-2017). "Full Employment and Decent Work for All" is the
theme. The Second Committee held a panel discussion on the "Second United Nations Decade for
the Eradication of Poverty" on October 20, 2008. (2008-2017). “Ending extreme poverty is at the
heart of the world’s efforts to achieve sustainable development goals and build a sustainable future
for all." "But success in leaving no one behind will remain elusive if we do not target the people
who are farthest behind first,” the Secretary-General said. Mr. Guterres noted, "acting together to
empower children, their families, and communities to end poverty.” He said children are more
than twice as likely to live in extreme poverty as adults, condemning them to “lifelong
disadvantage” while also perpetuating “an inter generational transfer of deprivation.". Mr. Guterres
noted that girls are particularly at risk. 
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The COVID-19 pandemic is a prominent example of the detrimental consequence of
insufficient vaccination accessibility in less developed countries. It affected more than 500
million people worldwide and led to 15 million deaths, (Division, 2022).
Disrupted essential health services in 92% of countries (Division, 2022)
Immunisation coverage significantly decreased (Division, 2022)
22.7 million children missed basic vaccines in 2020, 3.7 million more than in 2019 (UNICEF,
2022)
Global life expectancy decreased (UNICEF, 2022)

For every dollar invested in vaccination in the world’s 94 lowest-income countries, US$16 is
expected to be saved in healthcare costs, lost wages and lost productivity due to illness and
death (ABPI, 2022).
By promoting good health in children, vaccines help to increase cognitive skills, physical
strength and performance at school – this aids in efforts to build an educated and capable
workforce (ABPI, 2022).

In today’s world, vaccinations are believed to be the most effective methods advancing global
welfare, (UNICEF, 2022) . For over 200 years, vaccines have been responsible for the mitigation
of diseases such as, but not limited to, Polio, Measles and Smallpox, (UNICEF, 2022.) Despite the
benefits in keeping children and communities protected, however, the level of immunisation in the
world has yet to reach a substantial measure. Children in communities that are most in need of
vaccines, often from the Global South, continue to be the ones least likely to get them; this violates
the United Nation’s 3rd Sustainable Development Goal, which is to ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at all stages in life, (Goal 3 | Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, 2022). UNICEF’s immunisation efforts to improve safe accessibility to vaccinations are to
ensure all children, regardless, can receive the vaccines they need to live a long and healthy life.
Implications of the lack of accessibility of vaccines for children in developing countries:
 
Social

Economic
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The role of political views in influencing vaccination rates and consequently COVID-19
impact, (ABPI, 2022).

Burundi
The Demographic Republic of Congo
Haiti

Political

Global Hotspots
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The International Monetary Fund (IMF) works to foster financial stability, facilitate international
trade and sustain economic growth, providing grants and concessions to least developed countries,
alongside the World Bank. In Tunisia, UNICEF has worked with the IMF to encourage the
Government to redirect funds from insufficient fuel subsidies towards the protection of children.
UNICEF used information on the budget for fuel subsidies to analyse alternative policies,
emphasising that child grants would be more cost-effective and bring a greater benefit to
underprivileged, leading to better outcomes. As part of the COVID-19 response, encouraged by
the IMF, the government reduced dual subsidies whilst implementing temporary cash-transfer
measures, targeting over 623,000 families with children.  

The World Bank finances Ecuador's purchase of vaccines, managing supply chains and logistics
for storage. In Nepal, the World Bank strengthens the healthcare system and procedures diagnostic
tests, therapeutics and laboratory equipment, allowing for greater access to vaccinations. Through
the expansion of surveillance and monitoring, UNICEF is able to track vaccination progress. A
new analysis by the UNDP shows that most vulnerable countries, where less than one percent of
the population are fully vaccinated, are located in Sub-Saharan Africa, including Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Chad. Developed by the UNDP, the WHO and the
University of Oxford, the Global Dashboard for Vaccine Equity assists researchers and policy-
makers to run nation-wide analysis and establish programs that effectively administer vaccines to
underdeveloped areas. 

In September of 2021, the World Health Organisation (WHO) set a progressive goal, targeting
vaccine equity. The United Nations health agency called for 70 percent of the global population to
be vaccinated by mid-2022 under the Global COVID-19 Vaccine Strategy. Other vital actions of
the strategy include equitably distributing manufacturing facilities across areas and supporting a
strong vaccine delivery program. WHO and UNICEF continue to collaborate with COVAX and
COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery Partnership (CoVDP) partners to support priority vaccinations to
children. 

Through UNICEF’s joint efforts with partners and countries, vaccines have become more
accessible after the repercussions and setbacks of the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF and WHO
records indicate that as of 2021, 152 countries fully introduced pneumococcal conjugate vaccine to
protect children against pneumonia and 116 countries introduced rotavirus vaccine to protect
children against diarrhoea as part of the immunisation program. As of 2021, the Human
Papillomavirus vaccine has been introduced in 114 countries, yet only 12 percent of girls are fully
protected against HPV. 

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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April 2011: Last mass death from famine (Somalia) (Aizenman, 2022).

November 2014: The earth’s atmospheric composition of carbon exceeds 400 parts per
million, the first time in hundreds of thousands of years (Lindsey, 2022)

May 2020: The impact of COVID-19 has led to an unprecedented reversal of progress in
ending poverty (United Nations, 2022).

September 2022: Inflation and the Russo-Ukrainian war exacerbated the effects of COVID-19
on eradicating poverty (United Nations, 2022).
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How should UNDP policies be adjusted to regain the progress lost in exacerbating poverty?

What are the key factors blocking SDG progress and what could be done to them?

What steps should be taken to prevent the situation in Ukraine from further exacerbating
poverty?

How do political unrest and conflict aid the proliferation of poverty worldwide?

How can the UNDP reconcile global inequalities to effectively end poverty?

Topic 1: The Effectiveness of SDG's on Ending Poverty
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

The role and efforts of your country in the contribution towards SDGs.

The country’s position on the current issue and the severity of its situation.

The impact that recent global events have had on the UN’s 1st Sustainable Development Goal.

How child poverty has emerged in recent years.

Topic 1: The Effectiveness of SDG's on Ending Poverty
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Human security in the Anthropocene continues to weaken as more threats form daily. 6 out of 7
people worldwide face insecurity, with more reporting high anxiety levels (UNDP, 2022).
Unprecedented events such as COVID-19 and wars are critical situations that have caused and
continue to cause significant losses in international economies, education, sustainability, world
peace, and public well-being. In 2022, the UNDP released the Special Report on Human Security,
titled “New Threats to Human Security in the Anthropocene: Demanding Greater Solidarity.” In
this report, they stress that the issue calls for “a bold agenda to match the magnitude of the
challenges, put forward with humility in the face of the unknown.” 

Threats of displacement, climate change, discrimination, and food insecurity cause devastation
worldwide, and people in poverty are affected the most. Making sure every human can live freely
and safely is the core of the UNDP, and agency is the key to bringing about solidarity and trust.
The UNDP defines agency as “the ability to hold values and make commitments, regardless of
whether they advance one’s well-being, and to act accordingly in making one’s own choices or in
participating in collective decision making.”

The origin of the period known as the Anthropocene is highly debated. One theory is that it was
the onset of the Industrial Revolution in the 1800s; this was when humans started to have a
considerable impact on the balance of carbon and methane in the atmosphere. Other scientists
attribute it to 1945 when the first atomic bombs were tested and dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In 2016, however, the Anthropocene Working Group agreed that the period commenced
in 1950 with the significant increase in human activity’s impact on the planet known as the Great
Acceleration (National Geographic, n.d.).

It has been rising to previously unheard-of heights as the COVID-19 pandemic has begun. On
average, people lived longer, wealthier, and better lives than ever. However, an increasing sense of
uneasiness has been developing underneath the surface. Around the world, six out of seven people
reported feeling uneasy in the year. Not only was this sense of unease strong, but it had also been
increasing throughout most data-collecting nations. These nations include New Zealand, Canada,
the United States, and Austria, some of those with the highest HDI scores.
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This shows how the human security concept helps identify blind spots when development is
assessed simply by measuring achievements in well-being and suggests ways to enrich the human
security frame to account for the unprecedented challenges of the Anthropocene context.
In addition to the harmful effects of technology, violent conflict, horizontal inequities, and
evolving challenges to healthcare systems, there are four other dangers to human security, which
are socio-political, economic, health-related, and environmental. Even though each threat, when
considered separately, poses the same fundamental problem, they have a new manifestation
because of the Anthropocene environment they emerge from and their increased
interconnectedness. As a result, when planning or evaluating policies, current development
journeys frequently miss the point by concentrating on tackling issues in isolation.

The amount of human-made mass exceeded the total living biomass on the planet in 2020, and it is
expected to double in the next 20 years if current growth rates continue (United Nations
Development Programme, 2020). Dangerous planetary changes contribute to a self-reinforcing
cycle that exacerbates and results from the interaction between environmental and social
imbalances (United Nations Development Programme, 2020). Those who suffer the most from
these threats in the Anthropocene are already vulnerable. It follows that those are also people
lacking the power to make substantial policy changes (United Nations Development Programme,
2020). These Anthropocene-related threats affect human security in multiple areas: food system
disruptions, worsening health threats, intensifying the effects of factors contributing to political
and violent conflict, and threats to economic productivity. 

Recently, the main factors contributing to human security threats in the Anthropocene include
COVID-19, digital technology, climate change, and biodiversity loss (United Nations
Development Programme, 2022). Furthermore, since the 2020 Human Development Report
suggested that very high Human Development Index countries could not achieve this status
without contributing significantly to planetary change, it is clear that commitments to development
have caused a neglect of the environment, thus leading to new threats in the Anthropocene, such as
horizontal inequalities, violent conflict, and digital crimes. (United Nations Development
Programme, 2022).
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TIMELINE

1994. The UNDP Human Development Report New Dimensions of Human Security coined
the term “human security” within the UN system.

In 2016, the Anthropocene Working Group agreed that the Anthropocene is different from the
Holocene, and began in the year 1950 when the Great Acceleration, a dramatic increase in
human activity affecting the planet, took off.

In September 2022 Mental health workers and doctors report that thousands of Ukrainian
refugee children displaced by war are showing severe symptoms of psychological trauma.

In October 2022, WAAS begins formal collaboration with the UN Human Security Unit on a
global campaign to promote Human Security for All (HS4A). 
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

How Higher Human Development Index values have come with higher planetary pressures?

Does Human insecurity tend to be higher in countries with lower Human Development Index
values?

Did the COVID-19 pandemic affect human security? And how will countries recover?

Can the Anthropocene context affect forced internal displacements?

What are Inequalities and the assault on human dignity?

Is the mental health crisis a human security emergency?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

The intricacies of human-made mass and biomass imbalance.

How the anthropocene is expected to evolve decades from now.

How your nation has responded to different threats in the modern era.
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