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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to AUSMUN 2023! It is with honor and the greatest pleasure that we welcome you all to
the sixteenth annual American University of Sharjah Model United Nations Conference
(AUSMUN) and specifically to our committee, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC). We are excited to meet you all, and we look forward to fruitful, productive and
memorable committee sessions. During this three-day conference we will be discussing the
following topics: “Popularization of Vape Amongst Young Adults” and “Environmental Impacts
of Illicit Drugs”. Our topics are relatable, engaging and controversial, therefore, we are excited to
hear everyone’s thoughts and resolutions. 

We have put together this delegate guide to help you start your research, and we recommend that
you begin exploring each topic. As your moderators, we are here to help you get the most out of
this experience. Please do not hesitate to reach out regarding any inquiries. You can contact us via
our email: UNODCAUSMUN2023@gmail.com. We wish you the best of luck with your
preparations and we look forward to meeting you all!

Best Regards,
Malak Hatem, Mariam Almaazmi, and Rubin Abdul Latheef
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The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three protocols
(against trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants and trafficking in firearms)
The United Nations Convention against Corruption
The International Drug Control Conventions

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) was formed in 1997 under the United
Nations Secretariat, which is one of the six UN organs. UNODC’s purpose is to address global
issues that involve drugs, corruption, terrorism, and organized crime. It strives to bring world
peace, security, and justice. Besides that, the office is committed to accommodating people with
proper health and sustainable well-being necessities. They manage to do this by offering practical
assistance, and they try to take action by encouraging transnational approaches. To elaborate on
the issues, UNODC is responsible for the prevention and justice of crime, whether it is physical or
cyber, and terrorism. It also handles trafficking issues like human and drug trafficking, smuggling,
prevention, and treatment. Moreover, firearms, falsified medical products, money laundering,
naval crime and piracy, and wildlife crime are also some of the major issues they tackle. UNODC
operates in over 80 countries with 115 field offices and more than 2000 people working with them
worldwide. It also works with many governmental and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a global leader in the fight against
illicit drugs, transnational organized crime, terrorism and corruption, and is the guardian of most
of the related conventions, particularly:

Voting Procedures of UNODC:
The UNODC must make crucial decisions with a two-thirds majority of the members present and
voting. A majority of the members present and voting shall decide on other questions, including
the determination of further categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority.
However, decisions of the UNODC on simple questions other than those mentioned before require
a simple majority vote where just over half of the members have to be in favor of a question. It is
important to note that the phrase “members present and voting” means members casting an
affirmative or negative vote. Whereas, members who choose “present”, may abstain from voting
and are considered non-voting members of the committee.
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The popularization of vaping among young adults is a topic of utmost concern in most modern
societies. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines the vape as an electronic
device used to deliver “nicotine, cannabis, flavorings, chemicals and other substances''. Vapes,
also known as ‘electronic cigarettes’, heat up any of the liquids listed to create a vapor that is
inhaled. Like cigarette smoking, vaping is highly addictive and alters the neurotransmitters in the
brain. For teenagers and young adults, vaping leads to slower brain development which affects
self-control, mood, decision-making, memory and concentration (Bay State Health, 2021).
According to the 2021 National Youth Tobacco Survey, around 28% of high school students and
9% of middle school students reported vaping daily. The most popular age group who vape are
individuals within the age group of 18-29 year olds, thus contributing to the growing concern for
the respiratory and neurological health of adolescents. 

Many argue that vaping is a less harmful alternative to smoking cigarettes, because smoking
delivers nicotine through the burning of tobacco, thus causing smoke-related illnesses. On the
other hand, vaping delivers nicotine through heating, which creates an aerosol for users to inhale.
The concept of vaping was first introduced in 2003 when the modern electronic cigarette was
invented by Hon Lik, a Chinese pharmacist, in hopes to create an alternative to conventional
smoking. From there, the e-cigarette made its way to the European and American markets in 2006,
eventually finding its audience in younger adults. However, a much more complex design for the
vape was initially designed in 1963 by an American named Joseph Robinson, which he called the
‘Mechanical Butane Ignition Vaporizer’. From there, many individuals tried to enhance the idea of
an e-cigarette by creating a device that helped users inhale nicotine without heat combustion. 
The popularization of vape amongst young adults is an issue that is growing at an alarmingly fast
rate. Unlike smoking cigarettes, which produces the familiar nicotine odor, vaping comes with the
choice of selecting desirable flavors such as candy, fruit, and dessert. Amongst teen and young
adults, vaping is seen as a popularity and status symbol that is much less harmful than
conventional smoking, and it is marketed as such. Vapes are marketed as “the safer product” and
continue to grow in popularity, despite the age restrictions, taxes and health campaigns (Thomas,
2020). Some of the primary factors for the rise of this issue, listed in order, are curiosity, friends
and family using vape (peer pressure), availability of many appealing flavors, and the ability to do
tricks using a vape.
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 1: Popularization of Vape Amongst Young Adults
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According to a journal article published in the journal Primary Care Respiratory Medicine, the
uptake of vaping and e-cigarettes have increased by almost 20% among teenagers between 2011
and 2018 in the United States. Moreover, there was a 25% rise in e-cigarette usage among teens in
Eastern and Central Europe. In Canada, a total of 90% of students in grades 7 through 12 had
consumed products containing nicotine. There are not many reports and studies done on poorer
countries such as Asian and African nations; however, that does not mean that the issue is not
prevalent in other parts of the world. Additionally, researchers claim that the cost of vapes and e-
cigarettes in developing nations should be reduced, in order to persuade people to give up smoking
(Austin, 2018).
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The popularization of vape amongst young adults is a significant issue that affects and targets
youth from almost all societies and countries. It is an issue that directly pertains to the health and
well-being of young people, because vaping increases the risk of developing a nicotine addiction
and causes lung diseases, injuries and illnesses. Moreover, according to the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (2020), tobacco is the leading cause of death in the United States, even though its use
is “entirely preventable”. The UNODC is consistently attempting to raise awareness and hold
campaigns pertaining to drug usage amongst teenagers and young adults. Despite the efforts of the
UN and its organizations, the issue of vaping continues to arise in most societies around the world,
which means that all countries, societies and communities face the same risk. Vapes and electronic
cigarettes are growing in popularity and sales; hence, it gets harder for authorities to regulate the
usage amongst teenagers and young adults. The products are also sold at a range of different prices
for different classes of society, making it easier for all kinds of users to indulge. 

Because of that, the UN Charter is constantly violated by this issue since it stands to firmly protect
youth and raise awareness against drug use, which includes vaping. Since the issue is a social one,
a campaign called the UNODC Youth Initiative was launched in 2012 in hopes to connect youth
around the globe and “empower them to become active in their schools and communities” to
promote drug prevention and a healthier lifestyle (UNODC, n.d).

3

DISCOURSE ON THE ISSUE
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Monitor tobacco use and prevention policies.
Protect people from tobacco smoke.
Offer help to quit tobacco use.
Warn people about the dangers of tobacco.
Enforce bans on tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship.
Raise taxes on tobacco.

Since 2007, 102 countries have introduced at least one MPOWER measure at the highest level
of achievement.
More than half of all countries now cover tobacco packaging with graphic health warnings at
best-practice level
15 LICs today have at least one MPOWER policy in place at best-practice level compared to
three in 2007, showing that tobacco control is possible regardless of income level
78% of high-income countries (HICs) regulate ENDS, of which 7% have a complete ban on
sale in comparison to MICs, of which 40% regulate ENDS, and 10% have a ban on sales
without any other regulation, leaving about 50% of middle-income countries (MICs) with no
regulations on tobacco. In contrast, 76% of LICs neither regulate ENDS nor ban their sale.

Bolivia, Ethiopia, Jordan, Paraguay, Saint Lucia, newly adopted complete smoke-free laws
over all indoor public areas, workplaces, and public transport.
Austria, Cook Islands, Jordan, Philippines, Tonga, moved up to best-practice level with their
tobacco use cessation services. 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Mauritania, Montenegro, Niger, Nigeria, Qatar, United States of America
enforced large graphic pack stickers.

The World Health Organization (WHO) introduced the MPOWER measures which are intended to
help in the country-level implementation of effective intrusions to reduce the spread of tobacco.
The MPOWER interventions have rescued lives and reduced medical expenses. The first
MPOWER report was launched in 2008 to advocate government action on six tobacco control
schemes in cooperation with the WHO FCTC to:

The WHO report on the global tobacco epidemic (2021), reports:

The most recent report (2021) documents that there have been new countries that have
implemented some of the procedures at the best practice level since the last report:

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Iraq, Jordan, Venezuela, introduced thorough bans on tobacco
advertising, promotion and sponsorships (TAPS)..
Denmark, Georgia, Morocco, Netherlands, Portugal, Sri Lanka moved up to the best-practice
group by imposing taxes that make up at least 75% of retail priceson products that contains
nicotine, tobacco and other related substances..
The United States FDA requires all products that have been on the market since August 2016
to submit applications for review, to continue selling vaping devices and other nicotine
products.
Nicotine concentrations cannot exceed 20 mg/mL of e-liquid in 14 countries. 
The US has implemented various school-based initiatives to reduce smoking in schools such
as The Tobacco Prevention Toolkit, CATCH my breath Youth E-cigarette prevention
program, and Vaping and JUULING lesson plans

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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2003 - The first commercially successful electronic cigarette created in Beijing, China by Hon
Lik.

2006 - Electronic cigarettes introduced to Europe and the U.S.

2008 - Turkey’s Health Ministry suspends the sale of e-cigarettes. 

2008 - The World Health Organization (WHO) proclaims that it does not consider the
electronic cigarette to be a legitimate smoking cessation aid.

2009 - Brazil bans sale, importation and advertising of e-cigarettes.

2019 - The Indian government passes an act prohibiting the production and sale of electronic
cigarettes, which also includes all forms of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS)
such as vapes or vape pens.

2014 - The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control invited all its signatories to
consider prohibiting or regulating the use of e-cigarettes in their countries. Since then, over 30
countries including Brazil, Mexico, Singapore, and Thailand have banned the production,
trade, and advertisement of e-cigarettes. Some other countries such as the United Kingdom,
Canada and France have brought out laws to regulate the manufacture, sale, advertisement,
and use of e-cigarettes.

2022 - The Philippines government bans distribution, importation, manufacturing, sale, offer
for sale and online retail of flavored liquid refill solutions other than tobacco and menthol
flavor for vapor products. It also restricts advertising, including use of social media
influencers and celebrities.

https://www.who.int/fctc/about/WHO_FCTC_summary_January2015.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/COP6_report_FINAL_04122014.pdf?ua=1
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What are the reasons for the popularization of vapes among young adults?

What are the health risks of vaping, especially at a young age?

What can be done to regulate the use of electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS)? How
effective have the past actions been?

How can the non-medical use of cannabis products containing high levels of THC (vapes and
concentrates), be regulated?

What are the impacts of electronic non-nicotine delivery systems (ENNDS) on young adults?

To what extent should governments regulate the use of vapes among young adults?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Influence of social factors such as social media, peer pressure, and passive smoking on the
number of smokers among young adults

Awareness and rehabilitation efforts that can be put into effect for young nicotine addicts

Consequences of banning e-cigarettes

Vapes with Illicit drugs such as THC 
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While urgent actions are being called for to combat climate change, the illicit drug economy is
emerging as an important factor. Deforestation, monocultures, pollution of waters and soil as well
as the high carbon footprint of in-house cultivation, are some of the most eminent effects of illicit
drug economies. Worldwide, approximately 275 million people use illicit drugs every year with
enormous social and health consequences. However, not only are human lives negatively affected
by illicit drug economies, but the production of these deadly drugs also causes negative
environmental effects.

Coca plantations in the 20th century had accounted for approximately 7 million hectares of
deforestation in the Peruvian Amazon. Further studies conducted during the 21st century reveal
that this destruction is still rampant; from 2001-2013 over 290,000 hectares of forest were lost due
to processes of cocaine manufacturing.

Another concern regarding this industry is that much of the habitat destroyed for drug crops lies
inside the hearts of biodiversity hotspots like the Northern-Andean ecosystem, which is known to
be “the most species-rich region on Earth.” These isolated areas are chosen for their ideal location,
far from urban areas and potential detection. Clandestine infrastructure like airstrips for illicit drug
transportation also contribute to this phenomenon. Pesticides and precursor chemicals not only
harm habitats for plants and animals, but also get into the soils and rivers, threatening nearby
villages and the health of the inhabitants. As a result of all these actions, biodiversity is thus
endangered. Animals lose their habitat; the ecosystem is destabilized. Fields and greenhouses with
illicit cannabis cultivation can be found all over the world. For outdoor cultivation, land is cleared,
water resources are exhausted and soil dries out. Indoor cultivation is a major source of
greenhouse gas emissions. Lights, air conditioners and heaters require a lot of energy. The often-
long trafficking routes increase the carbon footprint of the illicit supply chains too. Thus, the drug
market leaves deep traces in many ways to harm the environment.

Historically, conflicts and violence are proven to be expensive. Hence, all terrorist groups need
finance to operate and further cause more conflicts. It is a means for certain groups to accomplish
their objectives and these objectives are proven to cause more harm than help anyone at all.
Terrorist groups are therefore involved in different levels of organized crime. One of them is illicit
drug production and trafficking. Hence, the illicit drug production has far more consequences than
just the environment.

According to the World Drug Report of 2022, illicit drug economies can have local, community or
individual-level impacts on the environment. Extended studies and findings concluded that the
carbon footprint of indoor cannabis can be between 16 to 100 times more than the cannabis that is
produced outdoors. The deforestation that takes place to clear out these areas causes more of the
environment to be destroyed.
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The environmental impacts of illicit drugs are a huge threat that modern society is facing.
Although the international community along with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
is taking numerous steps to halt drug production, other related events lead drug production to
spike. The 2022 World Drug Report reveals that conflicts may also disrupt and shift drug
trafficking routes. Although the UNODC has played a huge role throughout the years to further
combat such issues, the ever-evolving use and production of these illicit drugs makes the process a
lot harder than it should be.

The environmental impacts of illicit drug production differ depending on the substance being
produced. Consider, for example, the cocaine supply chain. Often, in countries like Colombia,
Bolivia and Peru, coca leaf cultivation occurs in fragile ecosystems and pristine forests, even in
natural parks, causing deforestation and loss of habitats. In Afghanistan, partially desert areas
provide the space for cultivation. However, since water is scarce, this led to groundwater being
transported to the surface by solar pumps for irrigation, causing groundwater levels to drop
drastically. It also contaminates the remaining water and threatens local health. In other source
countries, the environmental impacts derived from opium poppy cultivation are also related to
deforestation. These are high environmental costs to supply opium and heroin markets.

Illicit drugs are on the rise, as well as their impacts on people and the planet. Drug abuse comes
with devastating effects on the user’s life along with their local community in many ways than just
one. It increases crime, violence, financial instabilities, vagrancy and much more. Treating these
individuals and combating this phenomenon comes with a cost. Since 1971, the War on Drugs has
caused the United States to spend over $1 Trillion. In addition, countries like Canada spend
approximately $500 Million annually to address the issue of illicit drug use. Combating the
increase in crime rate and other social issues causes governments to increase their spending to
combat illicit drug related issues.

The production of these illicit drugs is proven to be extremely harmful. Hence, the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime has been effortlessly working to stop this global phenomenon. As its
main focus is to stop drugs as a whole, it has taken multiple steps to ensure the decrease of drugs
on a global scale. It promotes programs that combat money laundering associated with the illegal
drug market, to monitor illicit crops and strengthen certain governments' capacity to put an end to
drug trafficking and production.

3
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The UNODC has been active in combatting and addressing the environmental impacts of illicit
drugs. According to the 2022 World Drug Report, illicit drug markets can have “local, community
or individual-level impacts on the environment”. The environmental impacts include deforestation
connected to illegal cocoa cultivation, waste generated from synthetic drug manufacture
(sometimes 5-30 times the volume of the end drug product) and dumping of waste which naturally
affects the soil and living organisms. 

The United Nations considers the environmental impacts of illicit drugs as one of modern
societies’ most pressing issues. However, the policies set by the UNODC and the UN Commission
on Narcotic Drugs have proven to work in the opposite direction: the respective organizations’
efforts to thwart illicit drug industries has resulted in further environmental damage. For example,
the attempt to intercept illegal drug shipments drives habitat destruction and immense forest loss
“by incentivizing traffickers to seek out more new routes” to get their products across. Because of
the prevention of drug shipments, traffickers begin to create their hubs through environmentally
devastating activities of logging, frontier ranching and much more to earn their inflated profits. 

The UNODC specifically holds authority to propose policies and campaigns to combat the issue;
however, their initiatives so far have not been doing enough to protect the environment. Even
though initiatives such as the 1988 Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs call for the
immediate drug eradication measures to protect the environment, the problem continues to grow
globally, specifically in Latin America and South-East Asia (McSweeny, 2015).

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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1961, 1971 & 1988 - Supply reduction measures towards the cultivation of crops used for the
illicit production of drugs are based on the three UN drug control conventions.

2013 - The United Nations Guiding Principles on Alternative Development stresses that
alternative development initiatives ‘should include measures to protect the environment at the
local level, through the provision of incentives for conservation, proper education and
awareness programs so that the local communities can improve and preserve their livelihoods
and mitigate negative environmental impacts’.

2015 - Goal 15 in the draft Sustainable Development Goals includes, to “Protect, restore and
promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification and halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss.”

2015 - The World Drug Report contends that “the environmental impact of illicit drug
production and trafficking has been broadly documented, with significant attention to the way
in which illicit crops cause the degradation and destruction of primary forests in Latin
America and South-East Asia.”

2016 - The section on development-oriented drug policy in the UNGASS Outcome Document
states “comprehensive strategies aimed at alleviating poverty and strengthening the rule of
law” and “ensuring the empowerment, ownership and responsibility of affected local
communities, including farmers and their cooperatives, by taking into account the
vulnerabilities and specific needs of communities affected by or at risk of illicit cultivation, …
with a view to contributing to the building of peaceful, inclusive and just societies, consistent
with the Sustainable Development Goals and in compliance with relevant and applicable
international and national law”.

2019 - One of the general aims of Colombia’s current drug control strategy issued by the
Ministry of Justice and Law, is to develop alternative sources of revenue that integrate
conservation tools to control deforestation and recover ecologically important ecosystems.

2019 - The Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
(REDD+) partnership among the Governments of Colombia, Norway, Germany and the
United Kingdom highlights the potential of an inclusive land registry for addressing
deforestation in Colombia. 
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

Can the UNODC involve other organizations in the bids to combat the issue? If yes, how?

Since illicit drug production takes place in poorer nations, what can the governments of these
countries do to reduce or control operations?

What are the laws/fines set in place for illegal drug production, as well as environmental
destruction? Who bears the cost?

What are the short and long-term effects of environmentally destructive activities on
communities? How does illicit drug production contribute to that?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

How drug cultivation impacts different types of ecosystems.

The effects on soils of illicit drug production and eradication 

The effects of the discharge of chemical wastes from coca processing to soils and waterways

Conflict between indigenous land owners and illegal settlers, who are often associated with
armed groups in protected areas, and cultivation land.

Carbon footprint of indoor and outdoor cannabis. 
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