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Dear Delegates,

It is with utmost honour and privilege we, the chairs of the United Nations Committee on
Children’s Emergency Fund, welcome you to American University of Sharjah’s sixteenth annual
Model United Nations conference. 

Whether it's through governmental reform, technological or medical advancement, we are moving
towards evolution and change with each passing minute. New potential for development and a far
higher goal for the betterment of humanity sprout with such advancement.

AUSMUN seeks to establish a legacy of cooperation and dedication by offering professional
venues for the youth to thrive intellectually and personally in these unpredictable times where
change seems to be the only constant. We look forward to creating an experience that successfully
promotes social growth, uphold international peace and security, canvass responses to a variety of
urgent current concerns, and successfully raise living standards and constitutional rights.

Taking into consideration that many have been, or know of people that have been affected by the
recent pandemic, we hope that you, as delegates, will be enthusiastic and passionate in debating
your stance on the topics you are yet to discuss.

If you have any questions in regards, please feel free to send us an email on
unicefausmun2023@gmail.com

We wish you the best of luck,

Aws Mohammed, Mahra Almesaybeh and Oneli Vihansi,
Chairs of UNICEF
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Established on 11th December 1946, the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund was put in
place with the purpose of providing assistance and care to children after World War II. 

The United Nations Committee on Children’s Emergency Fund has been at the frontlines of many
humanitarian crises. With a presence in 192 countries and territories, the organisation is one of the
most well-known social welfare organisations in the world. The activities of UNICEF include
vaccine distribution and disease prevention, treating mothers and children diagnosed with HIV,
strengthening maternal and childhood nutrition, enhancing sanitation, promoting education, and
offering emergency aid in the event of disasters. 

The focus of UNICEF's activities is on creating community-level services that support children's
health and wellbeing. With a network of 150 country offices, headquarters, and other locations, as
well as 34 "national committees" that carry out its goal through programs created with host
governments, the majority of work is done in the field. While its Supply Division, distributing
rapid supply response to emergencies - such as vaccines, essential medicines and health products,
helps provide more than $3 billion in essential aid and services, seven regional offices offer
technical assistance to country offices as needed.

Voting Procedure
For resolutions to pass, a majority of the members who are present and voting must agree on the
Committee's decisions. Members who cast a positive or negative "tote" are referred to as
"members present and voting" for the purposes of these regulations. Members who choose not to
cast a ballot are said to have abstained. A second vote must be performed if the vote is equally
decided in the results of a vote. The proposition or motion will be deemed rejected if the vote is
again evenly divided.

The vote will be taken in the order of the members' names as they appear in the English alphabet,
starting with the person whose name is picked at random by the President. When a member's name
is mentioned during a roll call, the member's representative must respond "yes," "no," or "absent."
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According to “UNICEF” (2020) “Vaccines are among the greatest advances in global health and
development. For over two centuries, vaccines have safely reduced the scourge of diseases like
polio, measles, and smallpox, helping children grow up healthy and happy” (para. 1). Many
illnesses that killed or seriously incapacitated individuals just a few generations ago have been
minimized, and in some cases eliminated, through vaccines.

Vaccines are an important step in every child’s life and is a right that every child should have easy
access for in all countries worldwide. UNICEF always makes sure that all children have access to
routine immunizations. Urgent action is needed to stop the dangerous trend of routine
immunizations backsliding and the re-emergence of vaccine preventable diseases. United Nations
(UN) agencies in over 100 countries to engage communities, obtain and disseminate vaccinations,
maintain the safety and efficacy of supplies, and provide affordable access for even the most
remote households. Vaccine distribution and acquisition are only a small portion of unicef
activities in this area. Strong health systems are necessary to ensure that children receive dosages
that will protect them against illnesses that can be prevented. Along with enhancing supply chains,
data systems, and disease surveillance, UNICEF is investing in community health professionals
and institutions. This in turn aids in creating those more durable systems.

Polio and measles will be eliminated in a few years, yet every year, about 3 million people,
primarily children under the age of five, pass away from diseases that are curable with
vaccinations. Children in developing countries are having a difficult time receiving the
immunizations. To fully realise the potential that vaccines represent for the alleviation of human
suffering, the international community must continue to invest the required resources, funds, and
labour. It is reasonable that many were optimistic that paediatric illnesses may likewise be
eliminated through vaccination after the smallpox epidemic was successfully vanquished in 1977.
The ability and availability of vaccination gives women the authority to safeguard their own health
and the health of their children by independent action, adding to their psychological sense of
control and empowerment. Since infants in their first year of life and pregnant women are the
priority groups for primary health care services in poor countries such as; Somalia, South Sudan,
Zambia, and Ghana, immunisation services are best provided in conjunction with other treatments
that they require.
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 1: Accessibility of Vaccines for Children in Developing Countries

4



BACKGROUND GUIDE
The COVID-19 pandemic is a prominent example of the detrimental consequence of
insufficient vaccination accessibility in less developed countries. It affected more than 500
million people worldwide and led to 15 million deaths, (Division, 2022).
Disrupted essential health services in 92% of countries (Division, 2022)
Immunisation coverage significantly decreased (Division, 2022)
22.7 million children missed basic vaccines in 2020, 3.7 million more than in 2019 (UNICEF,
2022)
Global life expectancy decreased (UNICEF, 2022)

For every dollar invested in vaccination in the world’s 94 lowest-income countries, US$16 is
expected to be saved in healthcare costs, lost wages and lost productivity due to illness and
death (ABPI, 2022).
By promoting good health in children, vaccines help to increase cognitive skills, physical
strength and performance at school – this aids in efforts to build an educated and capable
workforce (ABPI, 2022).

In today’s world, vaccinations are believed to be the most effective methods advancing global
welfare, (UNICEF, 2022) . For over 200 years, vaccines have been responsible for the mitigation
of diseases such as, but not limited to, Polio, Measles and Smallpox, (UNICEF, 2022.) Despite the
benefits in keeping children and communities protected, however, the level of immunisation in the
world has yet to reach a substantial measure. Children in communities that are most in need of
vaccines, often from the Global South, continue to be the ones least likely to get them; this violates
the United Nation’s 3rd Sustainable Development Goal, which is to ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at all stages in life, (Goal 3 | Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, 2022). UNICEF’s immunisation efforts to improve safe accessibility to vaccinations are to
ensure all children, regardless, can receive the vaccines they need to live a long and healthy life.
Implications of the lack of accessibility of vaccines for children in developing countries:
 
Social

Economic
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DISCOURSE ON THE ISSUE
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The role of political views in influencing vaccination rates and consequently COVID-19
impact, (ABPI, 2022).

Burundi
The Demographic Republic of Congo
Haiti

Political

Global Hotspots
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The International Monetary Fund (IMF) works to foster financial stability, facilitate international
trade and sustain economic growth, providing grants and concessions to least developed countries,
alongside the World Bank. In Tunisia, UNICEF has worked with the IMF to encourage the
Government to redirect funds from insufficient fuel subsidies towards the protection of children.
UNICEF used information on the budget for fuel subsidies to analyse alternative policies,
emphasising that child grants would be more cost-effective and bring a greater benefit to
underprivileged, leading to better outcomes. As part of the COVID-19 response, encouraged by
the IMF, the government reduced dual subsidies whilst implementing temporary cash-transfer
measures, targeting over 623,000 families with children.  

The World Bank finances Ecuador's purchase of vaccines, managing supply chains and logistics
for storage. In Nepal, the World Bank strengthens the healthcare system and procedures diagnostic
tests, therapeutics and laboratory equipment, allowing for greater access to vaccinations. Through
the expansion of surveillance and monitoring, UNICEF is able to track vaccination progress. A
new analysis by the UNDP shows that most vulnerable countries, where less than one percent of
the population are fully vaccinated, are located in Sub-Saharan Africa, including Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Chad. Developed by the UNDP, the WHO and the
University of Oxford, the Global Dashboard for Vaccine Equity assists researchers and policy-
makers to run nation-wide analysis and establish programs that effectively administer vaccines to
underdeveloped areas. 

In September of 2021, the World Health Organisation (WHO) set a progressive goal, targeting
vaccine equity. The United Nations health agency called for 70 percent of the global population to
be vaccinated by mid-2022 under the Global COVID-19 Vaccine Strategy. Other vital actions of
the strategy include equitably distributing manufacturing facilities across areas and supporting a
strong vaccine delivery program. WHO and UNICEF continue to collaborate with COVAX and
COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery Partnership (CoVDP) partners to support priority vaccinations to
children. 

Through UNICEF’s joint efforts with partners and countries, vaccines have become more
accessible after the repercussions and setbacks of the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF and WHO
records indicate that as of 2021, 152 countries fully introduced pneumococcal conjugate vaccine to
protect children against pneumonia and 116 countries introduced rotavirus vaccine to protect
children against diarrhoea as part of the immunisation program. As of 2021, the Human
Papillomavirus vaccine has been introduced in 114 countries, yet only 12 percent of girls are fully
protected against HPV. 

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS
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What is the most effective method of implementing efficient distributions of vaccines to
developing countries?

What is the major obstacle stagnating the accessibility of vaccinations to children in
developing countries?

What are the major global hotspots deserving of immediate attention at the moment?

Topic 1: Accessibility of Vaccines for Children in Developing Countries
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Most negatively impacted countries at the moment

Successful immunisation efforts in the past

Importance of parental consent 

The role of fear mongering on social media in the hesitation to get vaccinated 
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“The majority (89%) of the global population aged 10-24 lives in less developed countries. In
developed countries, up to 60% of young people are classified as ‘NEET’: Neither in employment,
education or training. Meanwhile, more than 500 million struggle to survive on less than $2 a day,
a level of poverty from which many never escape.” Said Liyong in (2015). Limited educational
options, unemployment, the HIV/Aids pandemic, conflict, and various kinds of violence affect the
expanding young population. Academics believe that the disgruntled might cause social and
political upheaval if a sizable group of young people are unable to find jobs and make a living.
However, it is now understood that youths play a crucial role in fostering long-term stability and
providing protection against future conflicts.  

In addition to academic studies, a growing amount of data from the field demonstrates that the
great majority of young people are capable of acting as active and productive change makers. In
reality, many already do, but since there is a widespread lack of dis-aggregated data and research
on age and sex, their contribution often goes unnoticed or is simply ignored. Masses of people are
displaced during conflicts when their homes and villages are destroyed, sharply expanding the
global refugee and internally displaced population. The current estimate is over 50 million,
according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) (n.d.). The majority of conflict
is waged in poor nations, mainly in Africa, where child soldiers are found in particularly high
numbers. Between the ages of 10 and 24,300,000 young soldiers are said to be putting their lives
in danger as part of active military operations. However, it is typically a lack of possibilities in
their communities that pushes young people into lifestyles of violence and terrorism. Recruitment
might take the form of conscription, kidnapping, or coercion.

Drug usage is a regular aspect of life for many young troops, protecting them from discomfort
both physically and emotionally and keeping them alert. It is more frequently employed as a tool
to exert control over their behaviour and thinking than to relieve their repressed angst. Girls and
women also experience threats of rape, sexual trafficking and exploitation, mutilation, and
humiliation during wartime. Young people cannot not but be impacted by the dismal reality in
their neighbourhoods, whether they are victims or bystanders. Trauma immediately affects them,
as does their inability to get healthcare, education, or proper nourishment, among other things.
There is no one agency or group that specialises on the problem of adolescents and conflict. This is
due to the fact that the issue crosses over into the agendas for peace, security, and development, as
well as the fact that its scope necessitates participation from all players, including society,
governments, and the global community.
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 2:  Empowerment of Youth in Conflict-ridden Areas
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South Sudan
Nepal
Sri Lanka

Emotional trauma, separation from family, frequent placement with different guardians, and
school changes can leave young people feeling disempowered, (UNICEF, 2022).
Youths and adults may serve together in formal leadership capacities, and/or in partnerships,
such as on boards or committees, (UNICEF, 2022).
By empowering youngsters, the rate of violence and crime can be decreased. It also provides
young people a sense of belonging and opportunities to achieve their visions and dreams,
(UNICEF, 2022).

A reduction in youth unemployment can significantly add to the country's GDP and accrue
economic gains to society, (UNICEF, 2022).

The government and administration in the country should accept their social responsibility in
encouraging entrepreneurial activities that provide youth with ideas and interest-free loans,
organise awareness campaigns and seminars, and create opportunities for self-empowerment,
(UNICEF, 2022).

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), youth empowerment is “the
expansion of assets and capabilities of young people to participate in, negotiate with, influence,
control, and hold accountable institutions that affect their lives”, (UNICEF 2022).
According to the UN’s World Population Prospects, there are 1.3 billion people aged 15-24 in the
world, nearly one billion of which live in developing countries. As a consequence of such
demographic realities, the youth’s potential for change and positive action is receiving increasing
research attention, and this particularly true given the recent wave of social upheavals and
humanitarian crises. In order to address not only the challenges of physical violence, but also those
of structural and cultural violence, youth should be conceptualised and studied as agents of
positive peace, (GDC UNICEF, 2022).

Global Hotspots

Implications of empowering youth in conflict-ridden areas:

Social

Economic 

Political 
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UNICEF’s child protection response received 50 per cent of the fundings required to meet its
targets in 2020. Around 122,054 children (51 percent girls) received psychosocial support through
various different approaches. Approximately 59 per cent of the overall target was met, with the
negative setback of COVID-19 measures in the first two quarters largely overcome through
innovative delivery mechanisms. As per the thematic reports on South Sudan, “a total of 4,132
unaccompanied and separated children (13 percent girls) against a target of 8,618 children (31 per
cent girls) were identified and reunified with their families or placed in alternative family care,
which roughly aligns with initial planning assumptions.”

11,416 victims of gender-based violence (GBV) received prevention and response services from
UNICEF and partners, including legal, medical, and psychosocial support (48 per cent girls).
These figures, rather than accurately representing how many children have benefited from
UNICEF services, instead reflect the difficulty in identifying GBV victims. To improve data
collection techniques in 2021, work is still being done. 

Two significant peacebuilding initiatives launched in 2020 involve collaboration between
UNICEF and other UN agencies and organisations. The first initiative, funded by the UN
Peacebuilding Fund (PBF), aims to promote a culture of peace by establishing the Rule of Law,
ensuring equal access to social services, and strengthening the Rule of Law through active
participation of important community players. The second effort concentrates on COVID
prevention to strengthen social cohesion and is directed towards larger regions.

Both programs encourage social services that are sensitive to conflict and strengthen peace and
involve the empowerment of women and young people. They are both grounded in conflict
analysis.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

What role could the youth play in implementing peace?

What are the negative implications of recruiting child soldiers?

Why are the youth underutilised in peacemaking?
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