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Dear Distinguished Delegates,

To start, we would like to welcome you to the 16th annual AUSMUN 2023! It is a pleasure to
serve as your moderators for this conference. We are honored to have you all in The United
Nations Human Rights Council committee. We are your chairs: Hana Moataz, Mariam Maher, and
Shania Dsouza. We are thrilled to set into motion the 16th annual AUSMUN and have set our
hearts on creating a memorable experience for you all. We hope that this conference will boost and
strengthen your debating and speaking skills, your overall knowledge on some of the most crucial
issues present today and spark within you the passion to make a difference.

 As the conference draws near, we welcome all the delegates, whether you have a bare minimum
or ample amount of experience. We encourage all delegates to interact with each other, as well as
the chairs, to ensure a lively conference where all participants feel welcome and heard. We hope
this conference is a delightful experience for all delegates. We look forward to meeting you all and
discussing the rights of people of determination, and extrajudicial executions on the rise in South
Sudan’s Warrap State. Please do not hesitate to contact us at UNHRCAUSMUN2023@gmail.com

Best regards,
Hana Moataz, Mariam Maher, and Shania Dsouza, 
Chairs for UNHRC
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History
The United Nations Human Rights Council was formed by the United Nations General Assembly
on 15th March 2006. The council’s first session took place from 19th to 30th June 2006. One year
later, the Council adopted its "Institution-building package" to guide its work and set up its
procedures and mechanisms. Among these mechanisms were the Universal Periodic Review
mechanism which serves to assess the human rights situations in all United Nations Member
States, and the Advisory Committee which serves as the Council’s “think tank” providing it with
expertise and advice on thematic human rights issues. As well as the Complaint Procedure which
allows individuals and organizations to bring human rights violations to the attention of the
Council (UN Human Rights Council - International Justice Resource Center, 2018). Each
mechanism and committee does its part to ensure the UNHRC’s goals and expectations such as
promoting and protecting human rights,helping empowering people, and ensuring a human rights
perspective is injected into all UN programmes are all met (OHCHR, n.d.).

Structure and Function
The council was created to enhance the promotion and protection of human rights worldwide, as
well as to identify instances of human rights violations and offer solutions. The Council serves as a
forum for dialogue between Member States, with input from other stakeholders. As a result of its
discussions, the Council may issue resolutions calling on States to take specific actions or uphold
certain principles, or it may create mechanisms to investigate or monitor questions of concern.
With this, it upholds the standards it has set for human rights and takes on any issues regarding it.
The council can discuss any subject related to human rights that have to be addressed throughout
the year (OHCHR, n.d.).

There are 47 United Nations Member States that have been elected by the UN General Assembly
that are represented on the council, with a specified number of seats going to each major
geographic region. General Assembly Resolution 60/251 provides that Member States should be
elected considering the contribution of candidates to the promotion and protection of human rights
and members elected to the Council shall uphold the highest standards in the promotion and
protection of human rights (UN Human Rights Council - International Justice Resource Center,
2018). The council meets in Geneva at the UN Office. The Human Rights Council also works with
the UN Special Procedures established by the former Commission on Human Rights and is now
assumed by the Human Rights Council. These are made up of special rapporteurs, special
representatives, independent experts, and working groups that monitor, examine, advise, and
publicly report on thematic issues or human rights situations in specific countries.
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Voting Procedure
Each member of the UNHRC shall have one vote. Decisions in the committee shall be made based
on the majority of the present and voting members of the participating states in the committee. If a
member abstains from voting during roll call, then they are not considered to be entitled to a vote
(not voting). Amendments to a draft resolution are formally proposed orally from the floor. The
Chairs choose the order in which amendments are considered if there are multiple ones presented.
Before the adoption of the entire text, a Member State may also cast a vote on certain parts of a
draft resolution. A paragraph, a section of a paragraph, or several paragraphs may be the subject of
this. After a maximum of two delegates have spoken in favor of and two delegations have spoken
against the proposal, the request for a paragraph vote will be put to an immediate vote if it is
contested and will be approved by a simple majority. Following a vote on a paragraph, the entire
draft resolution or decision will be discussed. It is still assumed that adoption will occur without a
vote. The draft resolution will be rejected in its entirety if all of its operative clauses are rejected
(United Nations, n.d.).
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People of determination is a term applied to persons who require help due to a disability that
restricts their intellectual and/or physical capacities in the fields of clinical diagnosis and
functional development. A disability may be brought on by genetic factors, birth complications,
diseases, or accidents, or it may develop later in life. Barriers can be more frequent and have a
higher impact on people with impairments. According to the World Health Organization (WHO),
barriers are more than just physical obstructions. The WHO defines barriers as follows: "Factors in
a person’s environment that, through their absence or presence, limit functioning and create
disability. These include aspects such as: a physically inaccessible environment, a lack of relevant
assistive technology (assistive, adaptive, and rehabilitative devices), people's negative attitudes
toward disability, services, systems, and policies that are either nonexistent or impede the
participation of all people with a health condition in all aspects of life." 

Over the last century, persons with disabilities have been subjected to harsh and terrible treatment.
Prior to the 1930s, handicapped persons were considered sick and unfit, and as a result, they were
frequently abandoned by their own families owing to a lack of knowledge about their situation. Dr.
Alexis Carrel, a Nobel Prize winner on the staff of the Rockefeller Institute, published the book
'Man the Unknown' in 1935, proposing the removal of people with disabilities by small euthanasia
institutions outfitted with the appropriate gases. In the midst of World War II, Hitler ordered a
widespread'mercy killing' of the sick and disabled in 1939. Despite the fate of German nationals
with disabilities abroad, the United States was gradually implementing more humane treatment
and assistance for individuals with disabilities. As World War I drew to a conclusion, the 1917
Smith-Hughes Act, which provided financing for vocational training for relocated industrial
employees, became law. There was also some acknowledgment that people with certain
disabilities may benefit from vocational training. This was followed by the 1918 Soldier's
Rehabilitation Act, which was intended to vocationally rehabilitate disabled soldiers. People with
disabilities fundamentally formed the independent living movement by learning from social
activist movements involving minority civil rights, consumerism, and women's rights. Many
persons with disabilities were becoming dissatisfied with how society saw and treated them, which
sparked the independent living movement. People with all types of disabilities had to negotiate an
able-bodied world in which public phones were inaccessible to the deaf, buildings and
transportation were inaccessible to those with physical disabilities and blindness, and school
segregation existed for those with mental and physical disabilities, particularly those of ethnic
minority status. Many disabled persons were also outraged by conventional perceptions of them as
inept, ill, and helpless . Those with disabilities came to discover that they often understood what
was best for themselves and that rehabilitation and medical specialists were not enabling them to
live freely. 
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Echoing this notion, DeJong (1979b) cited three propositions that essentially described the
philosophy of independent living: (a) consumer sovereignty—disabled people know best what
their requirements are; (b) self-reliance—disabled people must rely on themselves for their self-
interests; and (c) political and economic rights—disabled people have the right to participate in
economic and political life.

People with developmental disabilities face a higher risk of being exposed to situations of abuse
and exploitation. The danger of medical and physical neglect is higher for those with
developmental impairments. When a caretaker or caregivers fail to provide for a disabled person's
basic requirements, this is considered neglect. Chronic neglect can further impair the functioning
of a person with developmental impairments and has long-term negative impacts on a person's
physical, emotional, and cognitive development.

Neglect may manifest itself in a variety of ways. It can occur in private households, as well as in
group settings like group homes or institutions, in addition to schools and workplaces. Primary
caregivers, such as parents, family members, personal care helpers, or staff members, frequently
establish and sustain circumstances of neglect. A caretaker, for example, may purposely restrict
the individual's food, medicine, or access to medical treatment, putting the person in danger.
Examples of common negligence include inadequate food and drink provision, leaving a disabled
person unattended or placing the person in a potentially harmful position, inadequate heating, and
cooling, withholding personal or medical attention, not creating a safe atmosphere for the
individual, and restricting access to critical medical equipment, such as hearing aids. Neglect is
frequently assumed to primarily harm children. However, neglect isn’t limited to children. Senior
folks and disabled persons are also victims of neglect. In fact, according to the Administration on
Aging, 2.1 million Americans over the age of 65 are mistreated, neglected, or exploited each year. 
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People of determination are not a homogenous group – they have different capacities and needs
and contribute in different ways to their communities. In times of crisis, they may be at heightened
risk of discrimination, exploitation, and violence, and face numerous barriers to accessing
humanitarian assistance. There are many people of determination who are institutionalized,
chained up, or repeatedly involved in the criminal justice system. And as a result, they are
frequently denied the right to live independently. Many of these human rights abuses are a result
of entrenched stigma and a lack of community-based services essential to ensuring their rights.
People of determination do not have much access to protective laws or, in the rare cases that they
do, the laws are not encouraged or upheld. Additionally, even though other treaties such as the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which was signed by 155 nations and
ratified by 126, including Britain, France, Germany, China and Russia (Disability Rights, 2019)
recognize disability as a category of discrimination that is prohibited, adequate implementation has
not been achieved in all Member States. Such as in the United States, where the senate had failed
to ratify the international treaty (UNCRPD) that was intended to protect the rights of those with
disabilities. Furthermore, there still exist international instruments and national laws that explicitly
derogate certain human rights based on disability. People of determination require a human rights
treaty to organize and emphasize the protections of their inherent human rights (UN Enable -
Promoting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities)
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Raising disability knowledge, understanding, and acknowledgment as a human rights problem,
as established in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Developing disability-related guidelines and mainstreaming their rights throughout the United
Nations organization, especially through the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy (UNDIS)
Facilitating and coordinating policy debate on the rights of people with disabilities within
international organizations and across humanitarian and development agendas, including the
SDGs
Facilitating disabled people's involvement and participation in United Nations procedures in
collaboration with disability-representative organizations

OHCHR's mandate is to guarantee that the rights of people with disabilities are respected across
the United Nations system. The team's primary focus is on giving guidance on the human rights-
based approach to disability, particularly through reporting and activities mandated by the Human
Rights Council, namely the annual panel on the rights of individuals with disabilities. The activity
of OHCHR includes:

In addition, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities entered into force in 2008. It
has 50 items aimed at combating prejudice and improving the lives of individuals with disabilities.
The task is to make the Convention's rights a reality in the daily lives of individuals with
disabilities. Across the Asia Pacific, National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) collaborate with
disabled people's organizations, governments, employers, and other groups to increase knowledge
of disability issues and overcome structural hurdles that are at the root of discrimination. 
Several NHRIs, including Australia, the Maldives, New Zealand, and Palestine, have launched
national investigations to enhance access for individuals with disabilities to jobs, education, and
public transportation. NHRIs also play an essential role in promoting, protecting, and monitoring
the rights of persons with disabilities, as stated in Article 33 of the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities. They do it in collaboration with organizations for people of
determination.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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Louis Braille invents the raised point alphabet. It was first taught at St. Louis School for Blind
in 1860.

Armenia's parliament passed the law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on May 5. This
is a long-awaited reform that has the potential to improve the lives of Armenia's
approximately 200,000 disabled citizens by safeguarding them from discrimination and
generating chances for a more inclusive society.

Internationally significant case law expressing the empowerment of individuals with
disabilities. Access to work, education, amenities and transportation, electoral procedures, and
healthcare are examples of such case law. Public policy shift toward self-directed modes of
care for individuals with impairments (Personalization in the UK [2003], the National
Disability Insurance Scheme in Australia [2013]). Policy, legislative, and social reform
agendas are still being implemented. Increased complexity of lobbying organizations
combined with well-aligned social policy ideas. 

Adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD); The CRPD has been ratified by 163 countries, and most countries have begun to
develop legislation to protect the human rights of people with disabilities. The United Nations
Global Initiative for Inclusive Information and Communication Technologies is launched.
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To what extent have the rights of people of determination been recognized?

What has the United Nations previously done in order to tackle the issue?

What ratification of treaties can be implemented in order to ensure the rights of people of
determination?
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Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) clearly states that everyone has
the right to life. It is violated by extrajudicial killings (also known as arbitrary, summary, and
extrajudicial executions). According to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, extrajudicial
killings mean ‘the deliberate killing of individuals outside of any legal framework’. This is a
violation of human rights. South Sudan is known to be in a crisis regarding this matter. 

South Sudan is currently facing a serious humanitarian crisis. About two-thirds of its population is
estimated to be in dire need of humanitarian assistance in 2022(World Bank 2022). Recent
conflicts in South Sudan have resulted in renewed famine risk. The Russia-Ukraine war has also
contributed to the lack of sufficient aid being provided to civilians in South Sudan. 

The world’s youngest country South Sudan gained independence on 9th July 2011 in the hopes of
achieving peace and stability. In 2013 and 2016, the brutal civil war disrupted the country. The
Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (R-
ARCSS) did bring in some stability and recovery. The shift to a Transitional Government of
National Unity in 2020 contributed to peacebuilding as well. However, crimes against civilians are
still the main issue. 

Extrajudicial executions have been a persistent violation in South Sudan for several years. The
security situation in South Sudan deteriorated when a governance vacuum emerged after President
Kiir dissolved the whole government in February 2020 and did not appoint new state governors
until July. Violence surged in Warrap and other states, leading to killings and displacement (South
Sudan: Summary Executions in North, 2021).

Warrap state in South Sudan has witnessed widespread violence against civilians including
unlawful killings over the years. It became a serious issue in 2020 when the number of victims of
violence started rising tremendously. The recently appointed governor Aleu Ayieny has been
accused of encouraging a violent approach in certain instances. The UN Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) Human Rights Division reported 14 incidents of extrajudicial killings in Warrap State,
resulting in the execution of 29 men, including boys and elderly men. State officials order
unlawful killings of civilians and local officials defend it as a form of deterrence in the absence of
rule-of-law institutions (Disturbing Wave of Extrajudicial Executions on the Rise in South Sudan’s
Warrap State – UN Experts Note, 2021)
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In almost all reported cases of extrajudicial executions, the Commission on human rights in South
Sudan found that members of the South Sudan People’s Defence Forces, the National Police
Service, or the National Security Service either carried out or were present within the vicinity of
the executions (UN report, 2021).

According to the UN report on the Disturbing wave of extrajudicial executions on the rise in South
Sudan’s Warrap State, UN experts state that extrajudicial executions have been an ongoing
violation for years now. There has been an escalation in cases which is ‘utterly disturbing’ and
‘seems well planned and coordinated’ says the Commission chair Yasmin Sooka. The executions
announced via megaphone are said to be ‘systematically ordered by the local government outside
any judicial process’. 

Yasmin Sooka adds that the executions are manifestly illegal and deny suspects their judicial
rights. Alleged suspects are then lined up and publicly executed by firing squads, including in
community markets, in the perverse belief that this might deter others from offending. (UN report,
2021)
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The rule of law is all but nonexistent across South Sudan due to the judiciary's extremely
underdeveloped institutional capability, which also causes extended delays in the administration of
formal justice. Authorities are purposefully taking advantage of these flaws by using extrajudicial
executions to win over the public in some localities. The rule of law is profoundly threatened by
these illegal killings that encourage impunity. Additionally, the disdain for the suspects' human
rights and the brutal nature of these killings highlight and reinforce a troubling dysfunction in the
governance (Disturbing Wave of Extrajudicial Executions on the Rise in South Sudan’s Warrap
State – UN Experts Note,2021).
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The UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) was established in July 2011 to ‘support the new
government, protect civilians, monitor, and investigate human rights violations, support
humanitarian assistance, and promote the implementation of the peace agreement’. The report on
UNMISS states that ‘UNMISS has definitely saved lives and helped prevent a far worse trajectory
for the conflict in South Sudan’.

A question the UN is faced with at present regarding UNMISS is ‘how can the mission prioritize
protection when there are millions of vulnerable people across a huge area and extremely limited
resources? And how can a mission like UNMISS communicate the impact of its protection work
and allocation of resources to the neediest people in South Sudan?’ (UNMISS-Report, 2019) 
The mission, however, does not emphasize enough on extrajudicial killings, especially in the
Warrap state. UNMISS condemns extrajudicial killings but there is a need to focus on specifically
solving the instability in the country and holding the government more accountable.

Financially, the EU and United States are large donors of humanitarian assistance to South Sudan.
Commissioner for Crisis Management of the EU, Janez Lenarčic, said ‘Only five donors, including
the European Commission, account for almost 77% of the total aid to South Sudan. This lack of
interest risks turning this already disastrous situation into a forgotten crisis. A scale-up of the
humanitarian response is urgently needed from all donors to ensure that adequate capacities are in
place. Not getting things right now will make matters even worse next year with even more lives
being lost.’

Hence, it is evident that sufficient humanitarian aid and holding the government accountable are
necessary to bring stability to the country, therefore, leading to prosperity and improvement in the
region. 

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
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8 July 2011- United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS)

9 July 2011- South Sudan gained independence through a referendum 

24 December 2015- Governor Akec Tong Aleu was appointed who is allegedly partly
responsible for extrajudicial killings in Soth Sudan 

‘Juba, 10 August 2022 – The United Nations Mission in South Sudan, (UNMISS) joins the
Government in expressing grave concern over reports that four officers from the rebel South
Sudan People’s Movement/Army (SSPM/A) have been summarily executed in Mayom
County, Unity State, in the north of the country.’ (UN Envoy in South Sudan Condemns
Extrajudicial Killings in Mayom, n.d.) 

Topic 2: Extrajudicial Executions on the Rise in South Sudan



BACKGROUND GUIDE

SUGGESTED RESEARCH

The humanitarian crisis in South Sudan 

Political instability in South Sudan
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