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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to AUSMUN 2023! It is with honor and greatest pleasure that we welcome you all to the
sixteenth annual American University of Sharjah Model United Nations Conference (AUSMUN)
and to our committee, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Our topics for this year's
conference are “Gender segregation in educational institutions” and “Are reproductive rights
human rights?”. 

As your chairs for this upcoming Model United Nations, we are looking forward to meeting you
all in person and hearing about all the debates and ideas that our delegates have to offer. We trust
that every delegate will be able to put in their best effort to make this committee enjoyable. Our
goal is to have everyone leave this year’s conference with great memories, which depends on how
efficiently each delegate interacts, cooperates, and communicates with us, as well as with other
fellow delegates. With that being said, we expect each delegate to come into the conference with
an understanding of the position and policies of the country that they will be representing. We also
understand that for some this might be their first conference; therefore, if any concerns arise,
please do not hesitate to contact us at cswausmun2023@gmail.com. We assure you that our team
will be helping you through it all, so do not worry if it is your first time participating in such a
conference! We hope to see you all at this upcoming conference and we look forward to hearing
about the heated debates that will be taking place about the issues that we will be discussing.

Best Regards,
Berra Sunnetcioglu, Motasem Ghanem, Rand Shubair
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WELCOME LETTER
Chairs, Pages, and Moderators
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Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is an intergovernmental body and functional
commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) established on June 21 in the year
1946. It aims to improve gender equality and advocate for women's empowerment. The
Commission holds yearly meetings to discuss matters on emerging issues that women may face
daily. The CSW has the power to prepare reports and recommendations to ECOSOC on how to
advance women's rights in the political, economic, social, and educational spheres. In addition to
that, they also hold the authority to suggest ideas for solutions about the pressing issues in the area
of women's rights that require immediate attention. The committee of CSW considers one primary
theme to be addressed and prioritized at their annual meeting. The main theme of these meetings
arises from the gaps and implementation processes of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action along with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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ABOUT THE COMMITTEE
Commission on the Status of Women
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During the second half of the twentieth century, education systems expanded and were
democratized around the world. Women's involvement increased so dramatically that their
numbers now surpass men's in many industrialized nations (The Gender Gap in Employment:
What’s Holding Women Back?, 2017); however, gender equality did not happen uniformly.
Gender segregation of majors and degree programs is a prominent feature of modern educational
systems and a crucial reason for the ongoing social and economic inequality between men and
women. While substantial gender inequality is found within educational systems worldwide,
recent evidence shows clear differences among countries and nations in their degree and nature of
gender segregation. Comparatively, in the past, education in colonies began as a "boys-only"
endeavor for the most part. The founding of the new nation and the rapid westward expansion
observed the creation of a public education scheme placing boys and girls together in the
classroom (Piatt, 2009).

Concerns in recent decades regarding unequal educational opportunities between girls and boys
led to many congressional actions, such as the equality act, to exclude any discrimination of
participation in educational programs on the basis of sex. However, scientists have begun to assert
that requiring boys and girls to be taught together has a negative impact on educational progress
because of inherent differences in boy/girl learning behavior, or even in the development of their
brains. For instance, Jean Christophe Labarthe examined two-year-old children in their attempts to
build bridges from blocks. He concluded that the boys were two times as likely than girls to
complete that task. Other studies alleged to show a physiological difference in the development of
boys' and girls' brains. There is also the important concern of parental determination. While
parents are offered the choice of allowing their children to be assigned to same-sex classrooms, in
many instances the choice is between a same-sex education or a co-ed one.

Interestingly, this segregation does not only imply the physical connotation, but it also includes the
cultural, and legal aspects of educational systems. A major question concerns the persistence of
gender differentiation even in economically and socially developed nations. Research findings to
date reveal a complex relationship between cultural beliefs, structural forms, and individual
cognition in generating and maintaining sex segregation in the modern world (Hendley & Charles,
2015). Gender segregation causes a wide gap in access to education for women, which then leads
to severe drawbacks to the United Nation’s aim to empower women and provide education for all.
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 1: Gender Segregation in Educational Institutions
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The battle over one of the most complex ideas facing education is whether gender segregation in
educational institutions should be practiced and promoted, or not. It is still a controversial subject
on a worldwide scale. For instance, gender-segregated educational institutions are fairly prevalent
in Muslim-majority countries. This is because it is seen as a custom and law in the religion of
Islam. Some countries, including Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Pakistan, and Iran, promote the idea of
having educational institutions to be gender-segregated as they see many benefits to it, which
mostly stem from religious and cultural beliefs. Moreover, this explains why one of the countries
that have the most common gender segregation in educational institutions would be Saudi Arabia,
as it is the heartland of Islam. Other reasons why countries may be in favor of gender segregation
schooling are reasons for safety and privacy. This is because it seems that such policies of
segregation help guard against sexual assault and harassment. Many nations have created women-
only areas to prevent harassment in crowded public settings. For instance, gender-seperated buses,
women-only passenger cars, and train compartments have been implemented in Mexico, Japan, the
Philippines, the UAE, and other nations.

On the other hand, there are many countries that are not with the idea of gender segregation in
educational institutions as they believe that it could limit the learning process among children in
many ways. They believe as though gender-segregated educational institutions can invite
misunderstandings of the other gender and may unintentionally alienate students from their peers
of other genders. The United Kingdom, for instance, has a large number of mixed-gender
educational institutions, rather than gender-segregated ones.

As stated in “The Sustainable Development Goals Report” of 2022, the United Nations (UN) has
addressed the issue of gender inequality and the unequal opportunities that could be present due to
the different genders and is actively working on eradicating gender inequality. Sustainable
Development Goal number 5, specifically speaks about how the United Nations are looking to
“Achieve Gender Inequality and Empower All Women and Girls”. The UN is ensuring that
women have equal opportunity for leadership at all levels of decision-making in the political,
economic, and public spheres, as well as full and effective involvement. Moreover, the issue of
gender segregation in educational institutions should be considered in terms of whether it is
empowering women or not. The belief that gender segregation in educational institutions could be
empowering stems from the idea that they could accommodate the differences in how the different
genders may learn, it can be a relaxed environment, and it could provide a sense of belonging to
the children. On the other hand, it is believed that segregating students according to gender could
reinforce gender stereotypes and promote poor social skills among the other gender, which would
lead to them being unprepared for the “real” world outside the educational institution.

3

DISCOURSE ON THE ISSUE
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United Nations, UNICEF, UNESCO, and UN Women have all been actively involved in providing
education for women all around the world. Goals 4 and 5 from the Sustainable Development Goals
by the UN address the issues of quality education and gender equality respectively. As mentioned
above, goal 5 aims to ensure that all women are treated equally to their male counterparts in all
aspects. Goal 4 of the SDGs focuses on providing quality education for both girls and boys around
the globe. When combined, these goals aim to promote quality education to women and girls all
around the world without discrimination. Furthermore, UNICEF has hosted a global partnership
called the United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) to encourage “the formation of
partnerships between developed and developing countries in the United Nations to foster a
collective effort towards the enhancement of women’s education” (Glass, n.d, p. 6). More recently,
UNESCO has published the UNESCO Strategy for Gender Equality In and Through Education
2019-2025, which highlights the importance of gender equality when it comes to the education
sector. Different plans, such as the UNESCO Priority Gender Equality Action Plan, have also been
set out to ensure that gender segregation in education does not limit women from getting an
education. As for past actions by the Commission on the Status of Women, the 55th CSW meeting
concluded to promote access and participation of women and girls in educational institutions,
science, and technology, and allow them to have full employment and decent work. Gender
segregation, however, proves risks and drawbacks to the developments that International
Organizations work towards fixing, as it does the opposite of promoting equality between the two
genders. The negative effects of gender segregation in education can mostly be seen in developing
countries and in poor countries such as Afghanistan and India.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE
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1848 - 1920 = The first wave of feminism 

1960s - late 1980s = The second wave of feminism

2000 = The Dakar Framework for Action and the Education for All movement

2000 = Millennium Development Goals (“achieve universal Primary education” and “promote
gender equality and empower women”)

2015 = Sustainable Development Goals (“quality education” and “gender equality”)

2020 = COVID-19 and remote learning poses risks to girls from entering the education sector
again

Topic 1: Gender Segregation in Educational Institutions
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS
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What are the effects of physical gender segregation on gender equity and gender
discrimination?

What is the stigma that surrounds women who seek education and how can we eliminate this
stigma?

What are the benefits of giving equal access to education to both genders?

Should traditional and religious ideas have a say in what type of educational institution a
woman should receive? 

How can governments and educational institutions mitigate the gap present between both
genders regarding education?

Are there other sectors in which gender segregation takes place (other than educational
institutions)?

Topic 1: Gender Segregation in Educational Institutions
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Factors that play into gender inequality in educational institutions 

To what extent do culture and religion play a role in gender segregation 

Correlation between gender segregation and gender inequality

Topic 1: Gender Segregation in Educational Institutions
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In the 1994 Program of Action of the International Conference of Population and Development,
reproductive rights were defined as the “basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely
and responsibly the number, spacing, and timing of their children and to have the information and
means to do so, and the right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health”
(United Nations, 1994, p. 46). Although reproductive rights are one of the basic rights to health for
both genders, many countries, such as Honduras and some US states, implement laws that impede
an individual's ability to practice it. Many places worldwide do not have sanitary and easy access
to family planning services, leading to unsafe abortion, pregnancy, and birth. Moreover, children
around the world are forced into pregnancies and births without being mentally or physically
prepared for this life-changing event, which violates reproductive rights. 

One of the biggest issues that arise when reproductive rights are not practiced within a country is
maternal mortality and infant death. Unsafe pregnancy and birthing practices can have severe
complications for both the mother and the infant. Statistics show that over 500,000 women around
the world die due to life-threatening complications during pregnancy, birth, and puerperium
(Glasier, 2006). Furthermore, countries that do not practice reproductive rights for women have
higher unsafe abortion rates. These unsafe abortion habits lead to many complications within the
women population of a country. According to the World Health Organization, unsafe abortion
leads to the death of about 68,000 women every year (UNFPA, 2014). Reproductive rights are not
only confined to pregnancy and abortion, but they also include gender-based violence.
Reproductive rights are closely tied to issues pertaining to poverty, gender equity, and education.

Previously, little thought was given to reproductive rights. Most issues relating to reproductive
health were limiting women and their fertility in order to control the population. The 1968 Final
Act of the Tehran Conference on Human Rights was the first document to address the issue of
reproductive rights and place it under basic human rights, which stated that “Parents have a basic
human right to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of children and a right to
adequate education and information in this respect” (UNFPA, 2014, p. 25). Following the 1968
Final Act were the 1975 Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and its Contribution to
Development and Peace, which further elaborated on the topic of family planning right. The first
place specific to women’s right to education and health was the World Conference on Human
Rights which adopted the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action in 1993. 
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 2:  Are Reproductive Rights Human Rights?
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While the conference was about human rights in general, the conference took new steps to ensure
that women's and children's rights were well kept, especially when it comes to violence against
women. Since then, many acts and conferences have been highlighting the importance of
reproductive rights. Unfortunately, even though many acts and regulations exist to ensure that
everyone has access to productive rights, many countries are still falling behind in providing this
basic right to all their citizens. Many women around the world still do not have access to the right
education and clinics to understand their reproductive health. In patriarchal societies, South Sudan,
Yemen, and Nigeria to name a few, a woman’s fertility still determines their worth. Therefore, it is
essential to discuss these issues as it not only affects the population of a country but as it affects
humanity as a whole.
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With numerous opposing views on the matter of reproductive rights, people find it nearly
impossible to reach a middle ground. There has been some international effort made to discuss the
issue; however, countless factors affect abortion such as religion, culture, and legality, and
conflicting views make it hard to discuss. Access to safe, legal abortion is usually known to be a
matter of human rights. Authoritative interpretations of international human rights law establish
that denying women, girls, and other pregnant people access to abortion is a form of
discrimination and jeopardizes a range of human rights. The United Nations human rights treaty
bodies regularly call for governments to decriminalize abortion in all cases and to ensure access to
safe, legal abortion in certain circumstances at a minimum.

The UN Human Rights Committee, like the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women, has also noted that restrictions on abortion result in the disproportionate practice
of illegal, unsafe abortions by poor and rural women or women unable to travel outside a
jurisdiction where abortion is banned. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has also said
that punitive abortion laws constitute a violation of children’s right to freedom from
discrimination. (Q&A: Access to Abortion Is a Human Right, 2022).

Even where abortion is technically legal, a lot of restrictions can make it inaccessible to
marginalized people. This is because of the existing underlying issues such as poverty and
systemic racism (Berger, 2022). This forces pregnant women, particularly from marginalized
groups (people of color and/or low-income families), to look for unsafe abortion opportunities and
to risk criminal or civil penalties, even when their circumstances fall within what is legally
permissible.
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DISCOURSE ON THE ISSUE
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 As stated by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),
“Women’s sexual and reproductive health is related to multiple human rights, including the right
to life, the right to be free from torture, the right to health, the right to privacy, the right to
education, and the prohibition of discrimination.” The OHCHR has addressed the issue and has
made its stand clear: reproductive rights are human rights. However, it is evident that many
nations around the world continue to violate this specific human right. They do this due to the
traditions and customs engrained in the society they live in. On the other hand, there has been
much progress regarding this topic and people have become more aware of this human right and
how it has denied a simple human right to many women worldwide. So, countries such as Canada,
Italy, France, and Sweden, have begun to implement this right for the women of their countries.
Although there is still a long way to go when it comes to giving all women around the world the
right for them to make decisions regarding reproduction, the Vienna 1993 World Conference on
Human Rights have also taken measures to encourage and safeguard women’s rights, and that
includes reproduction decisions being their choice to make. When discussing this topic, delegates
should keep in mind whether the country they are representing is violating the executive decisions
made and why they would do so.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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1968 = Final Act of the Tehran Conference on Human Rights

1975 = Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women in their Contribution to
Development and Peace and Plans of Action

1993 = World Conference on Human Rights adopted the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action

1994 = International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and Programme of
Action

1995 = Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action & IV World Conference on Women

2000 = Millennium Summit and the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs)

2005 = World Summit Outcome

2015 = Sustainable Development Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

Does access to free health care promote reproductive rights?

How do abortion laws go against reproductive rights?

What can be done to eliminate the unhealthy practices that inhibit reproductive rights?

Who is in control of deciding the choices made about women’s reproductive rights? Who
should be responsible for this instead?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Women's sanitation products

Education and its effects on reproductive rights practices

The impact of the mental health of women who do not have the right to make decisions
regarding their reproductive rights
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