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Dear Distinguished Delegates,

With great pleasure, we would like to welcome you all to the WHO committee of the 2022
American University of Sharjah Model United Nations. We are extremely excited to see the
fruitful and witty debates along with creative resolutions throughout the course of the committee.
To make sure that you have a smooth process, we would like to extend our help through this
background guide to help you better understand the topics. We also highly recommend you go
through the “Delegate Handbook” on the AUSMUN website to understand all the specific details
about structure, procedure, and awards information.

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, WHO continues to be one of the most important committees
of the UN as healthcare has become of the foremost priorities of most countries. The topics on the
agenda present the most important causes of concern for the world in regards to healthcare. We
expect the delegates to work together to solve the imminent issues facing WHO.

AUSMUN provides a great platform to learn adaptability and to understand the working of world
politics. We highly encourage all delegates to come well prepared and to engage in fruitful
debates. We are looking forward to meeting the excellent delegates and hope to see you all on
February 3rd.

Sincerely,
The Chairs of the WHO
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Created in 1948, the World Health Organization (WHO) is an international body that is a part of
the United Nations, dedicated to various aspects of health policy and planning. Six regional offices
of the WHO are located in Africa, the eastern Mediterranean, Europe, the Americas, Southeast
Asia and the Western Pacific. The organisation also has some 150 field offices around the world.
The WHO has been working for over 60 years on issues such as smallpox eradication, family
planning, childhood immunizations, maternal morbidity rates, polio eradication, and AIDS. 

As a whole, the job of the WHO includes monitoring “the core global functions of establishing,
monitoring, enforcing international norms and standards, as well as coordinating multiple actors
toward common goals”.The work done by the organisation is conducted by the Thirteenth General
Programme of Work (GPW13) which indicates the core ways and procedures to track progress.
The primary roles of the WHO include providing accurate scientific information and policy
recommendations to help countries combat diseases. As well as sending medical professionals to
countries in order to provide hands-on medical treatments rather than grants or loans.
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Local and state public health workers, who have been fighting the COVID-19 pandemic for the
past three years, are exhausted, battered, and, in many locations, demoralised. And now they face a
brand-new virus that is spreading quickly: monkeypox. The reaction requires sensitive political
moving and right now has run into weaknesses in testing, antibodies, and antiviral medicines —
like the involvement in Coronavirus. Authorities in public health are concerned about the public
health system's ability to face multiple threads simultaneously in the face of exhaustion and
persistent under funding. 

Although clinically less severe than smallpox, monkeypox is a viral zoonosis (a virus passed from
animals to humans) with symptoms similar to those of smallpox. [1] It could take days or even
weeks after exposure before you experience symptoms. Flu-like symptoms, such as fever, chills,
headache, muscle pains, lethargy, and swollen lymph nodes, are among the early indications of
monkeypox. A rash frequently appears a few days later. The rash initially appears as unpleasant,
flat, red pimples. These lumps develop into blisters that ooze pus. The blisters eventually harden
over and fall off; the entire process can take two to four weeks. You can also get sores in your
mouth, vagina or anus. [17] After more than two years of a pandemic, it is understandable that
news of a new virus spreading around the world could cause concern. However, despite the
discovery of more cases, health experts say that monkeypox is unlikely to cause a situation similar
to that of the coronavirus. “As surveillance expands, we do expect that more cases will be seen.
But we need to put this into context because it’s not Covid,” Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, the W. H.
O. 's technical lead on Covid-19, said in a live online Q. and A. on May 23. [2]

In 1970, a 9-month-old boy in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a region where smallpox
had been eradicated in 1968, was the first human to be diagnosed with human monkeypox. Since
then, the majority of cases have been reported from the Congo Basin's rainforest and rural areas,
particularly in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and human cases have been reported from
central and west Africa in increasing numbers. In 11 African nations, human cases of monkeypox
have been reported since 1970: Benin, Cameroon, Gabon, Côte d'Ivoire, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Central African Republic, South Sudan, and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Monkeypox's actual prevalence is unknown. For instance, in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, an outbreak with a lower case fatality ratio and a higher attack
rate than usual was reported in 1996–97. The discovery of a concurrent outbreak of monkeypox
and chickenpox, both caused by the varicella virus, which is not an orthopoxvirus, may account for
the apparent or actual shifts in transmission dynamics in this instance. Over 500 suspected cases,
over 200 confirmed cases, and a case fatality rate of approximately 3% have occurred in Nigeria
since 2017. Cases have been reported up until this point.
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Because it affects countries in both west and central Africa as well as the rest of the world,
monkeypox is a disease that has a significant impact on public health worldwide. The first
monkeypox outbreak outside of Africa occurred in the United States of America in 2003, and it
was linked due to contact with infected prairie dogs. Gambian pouched rats and dormice from
Ghana had been brought into the country to live with these pets. Over 70 cases of monkeypox
were reported in the United States as a result of this outbreak. Monkeypox has also been reported
in travellers from Nigeria who travelled to Israel in September 2018, the United Kingdom in
September 2018, Singapore in May 2019, and the United States in July and November 2021.
Numerous cases of monkeypox were discovered in a number of non-endemic nations in May
2022. To learn more about the epidemiology, infection sources, and transmission patterns, research
is currently underway. [3] Overall the global implication of the monkeypox virus is negative as a
lack of information about the virus can add to the anxiety of countries worldwide. This could have
unintended consequences as the world is still recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Scientists are taking a cautious sigh of relief as the death rate of the monkeypox outbreak has been
lower than the anticipated rate which was created on the basis of historical data. At least 22 of the
more than 57,000 people who were found to have the monkeypox infection have died, or about
0.04%. That's a lot less than the 1 to 3 percent of outbreaks caused by a similar viral strain that has
occurred in West Africa over the past few decades. All of this has prompted researchers to
reconsider their previous understanding of the virus.

In point of fact, the actual death rate almost certainly exceeds the current estimates: Due to a lack
of resources for testing and surveillance, some nations, including African nations, may not be
capturing all deaths during this outbreak. In addition, it may continue to rise, particularly if the
virus spreads more widely among individuals at high risk for severe diseases, such as children, the
elderly, and those whose immune systems are severely compromised. [4]

The difficult questions that have arisen during this outbreak are prioritised in the following list.
For instance, although there are vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics that can assist in the
prevention, detection, and treatment of monkeypox, additional research is required to assist in
determining the most effective application of these products. The duration of illness and the
reasons why some people get sicker than others raise additional concerns. The current monkeypox
outbreak seems to be different from previous outbreaks, which raises questions about how people
get infected, how the virus changes, how different specimen types can be detected, and what
factors make people more likely to get sick. Due to a lack of disease surveillance capabilities in
highly affected countries and a lack of research on current medication, it becomes important to
discuss the topic as ignoring such problems could exaggerate the problem globally.

Everyone should be able to stay safe in the event of an outbreak. Everyone, not only in the United
States but also in endemic and non-endemic nations around the world, must benefit from the
information gleaned from this study. Education, outreach, establishing trust, and community
support are necessary for a successful response. To further refine outbreak response strategies,
ongoing evaluation of the effectiveness of communications and response efforts is required. [5] 
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The Dangers of Stigmatization and Discrimination 
The COVID-19 virus led to a sharp rise in violent crime against people of Asian descent. During
the height of the pandemic, Muslims faced significant discrimination in India and Sri Lanka. A
significant number of Africans were forcibly evicted or forced to live alone in China. There are
concerns that a similar rise in discrimination could result from an intensification of the monkeypox
outbreak.

Monkeypox Misinformation
#MonkeypoxIsAirborne is trending on Twitter, and there have been a number of reports of
primates being poisoned since the WHO declared an emergency. Despite the fact that the
monkeypox virus mostly affects men, nearly one in four American women are concerned about
contracting the virus. This seems to be because there is a lot of false information about the virus on
the internet.
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WHO’s Mandate
The World Health Organization is making this outbreak its top priority in order to stop the spread;
Monkeypox has long been regarded as a priority pathogen. The United Nations places a high
priority on figuring out how the virus is spreading and avoiding its spread. Additionally, messages
that stigmatise particular groups of people have been circulating regarding this outbreak:The WHO
has made it abundantly clear that this cannot continue. No matter who they are, what they do, who
they choose to have sex with, or anything else, anyone who has any kind of close physical contact
with a monkeypox patient is at risk. The World Health Organization emphasises that stigmatising
individuals due to a disease are prohibited. [16] [8]

IO’s Already Working on the Issue
PAHO
Member States of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) held a Special Session of the
Directing Council today to consider a Resolution to address the outbreak, including supporting
equitable access to vaccines for at-risk populations in the region, as monkeypox cases continue to
rise in several Americas nations. Some nations have already enacted guidelines to keep people
"safe" during this time. In terms of remaining as sanitary as possible, the procedures are really no
different from COVID-19 protocols. If you choose, you might still need to wash your hands and
wear masks. [10]

Major Countries Involved
USA
The IHR National Focal Point of the United States of America (USA) reported an imported case of
human monkeypox to PAHO/WHO on July 17, 2021, in Dallas, Texas, USA. This is the first time
human monkeypox has been found in a traveller to the USA and the first case reported in the USA
since the 2003 outbreak. Contact with pet prairie dogs that had been co-housed with monkeypox
virus-infected African rodents imported from Ghana during a 2003 outbreak of monkeypox in
humans in the United States was identified as the source of exposure. During the infectious
periods, the case patient's potential community and healthcare contacts had been monitored by the
US CDC [Centers for Disease Control and Prevention] and state and local health departments.[11]

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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Africa
Monkeypox has emerged as the most common orthopoxvirus infection in humans since smallpox
was eradicated globally. Since it was first identified as a human disease in 1970, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been home to the majority of human monkeypox cases that have
been reported. However, the number of cases in other countries in West and Central Africa has
been rising over the past ten years; For several decades, many of these nations had not reported
any cases. Beginning around 2016, monkeypox cases have been accounted for and affirmed in
over 5 countries. [12]

Germany
Worldwide, monkeypox is spreading, and Germany is becoming a global hotspot. Despite this,The
esteemed government of the Republic of Germany is undermining the innate nature of the
auspiciatic capabilities of the virus and is downplaying the risk it poses. It is reasonable to assume
that the actual number of infections is much higher given the general lack of testing facilities and
widespread ignorance regarding the symptoms of monkeypox. [14]

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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It then deals with issues of necessary exemptions and the provision of facilities for responding
states and the transit of necessary equipment and personnel. In order to guarantee comparable
systems and training, the convention also calls for scientific and technical cooperation amongst
parties. Although it appears to be almost perfect, this convention or international solution has not
yet been widely adopted inside a UN committee; it is currently solely applicable to ASEAN
member states. Much might be learned from this and applied globally for everyone.

The above international frameworks state obligations to prevent a wildfire. To add on, during the
course of a wildfire States have obligations under a number of international human rights treaties,
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR); a state will have an international
obligation not only to take measures to alleviate the suffering of a population affected by a
wildland fire, but also, where possible, to take measures to control fire that is posing a threat to
homes, lives, or property.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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June 1st to June 25th: 17 countries reported their first cases of monkeypox.

July 2nd to July 39th: 11 more countries report their cases of monkeypox. 

7 July: The International Health Regulations Emergency Committee, which had previously
declined to declare the monkeypox outbreak a public health emergency, meets again to discuss
the spread of the disease.

11 July: United Kingdom downgrades its classification of the monkeypox outbreak from "high
consequence infectious disease" but intends to remain vigilant.  

23 July: monkeypox outbreak was declared a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern by the World Health Organization. 

4 August: Specialists banter how to address disgrace and the way that monkeypox has up until
this point basically impacted men who have intercourse with men (MSM) and individuals
from the LGBTQ+ people group and whether restricting one's sexual accomplices is a
valuable technique for forestalling the spread of the infection.

Monkeypox: The New COVID-19
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Keeping in mind the statistical and theoretical data, is monkeypox really the new COVID-19?

The significance of monkeypox, and whether it being a global health emergency is justifiable? 

What are the social considerations of monkeypox?

What are the opportunity costs of further investment in reducing the spread of monkeypox?

Are the actions by WHO really impactful considering individual country efforts, and lack of
budget of the organisation? Do other UN committees need to interfere? 

Monkeypox: The New COVID-19
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In 2020, the world suddenly came to a standstill due to a virus Nobody would have expected that
the reason the entire world economy stopped was not due to wars, guns, bombs, or international
politics but rather due to the virus. Although humanity had experienced many pandemics, the
impact of COVID-19 was heightened due to globalization and advancements made in the travel
industry. The first case of the COVID-19 pandemic was found on Nov 17, 2019 and was declared
as a pandemic on March 11, 2020 the WHO declared it as a pandemic. Epidemics are diseases
resulting in a sudden increase in the number of cases of a disease in a particular area or region.
Pandemics are epidemics that have spread across the world affecting large amounts of people.
(“Lesson 1: Introduction to Epidemiology”, 2012).

Epidemics are more common than most people think and occur every few years in underdeveloped
countries. These are usually due to a lack of adequate vaccination and healthcare. Most of the
population in developed countries are vaccinated against such diseases due to exceptional
healthcare and are able to combat any disease before it becomes an epidemic. Throughout history,
there have been occurrences of pandemics with severe death tolls such as the bubonic plague
which killed over 20% of London’s population in the 1600s, the Spanish flew in the 1920s
affected over one-third of the world's population, and the HIV pandemic in the 1980s that
continues to be a problem (Miller, 2022). During the HIV pandemic, the WHO played a key role
in fighting the disease by holding the first meeting to assess the global AIDS situation in 1983 and
then establishing the Special Programme on AIDS in February 1987 to drive research and country
responses to the pandemic. (“Why the HIV epidemic is not over“, n.d.). The Spanish flu was
caused by influence and its variants continue to affect people and kill people every year. As
medical research improved, people were able to fight the pandemics. Before medical masks,
people used to have different clothes to protect themselves by covering their noses and mouth. The
economic effect of the past pandemics was not felt across the world as globalization was still at its
initial stage.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, as millions of people traveled around the world, the virus spread
at a rate that was never seen before. The ensuing lockdowns in different countries, curfews, and
shutdown of commerce impacted greatly as no one was prepared for a pandemic.  Well-developed
countries like U.A.E were able to afford lockdowns without extreme economic consequences, but
developing and under-developed countries such as India and Brazil had too many daily wage
workers who needed daily work to barely survive. This resulted in very high death rates and severe
daily infected rates in these countries. Due to the rapid spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, debates
about the relationships between countries in terms of fighting pandemics emerged. The issue faced
by the WHO is to create an international pandemic framework to help countries combat and
prevent pandemics. A simple framework does not only support countries' use their resources
against diseases but collaboration between the countries through the framework are important for
fighting pandemics
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The risk of pandemics continues to increase due to an increase in globalization, travel, misuse of
natural resources, and differences in changes in land use (Jones et. al., 2008). As seen throughout
history, pandemics are followed by economic and social crisis with very large death tolls.
Pandemics also result in people losing their rights. During the COVID-19 lockdowns, many
people were forced to stay inside their houses, people were required to wear masks, people were
banned from travelling, and restrictions affected the business of many people. Thousands of
people were fired as companies tried to survive as the change in interest rates caused a change in
the economic environment and people had to do it to protect themselves and their loved ones.

The effects of pandemics are felt more severely by developing countries and among low-income
households. These households do not have savings and cannot afford the luxuries of staying at
home. Underdeveloped countries also have a lower vaccination rate as they do not have the
infrastructure to create or facilitate the administration of vaccines. As seen in the COVID-19
pandemic, when the entire world switched to the digital world for communication, low-income
households had to scramble to get mobile phones and laptops to keep up with the rest of the world.
The lack of collaboration between memeber nations during the COVID-19 pandemic was one of
leading factors for negative effects of the pandemic lasting for years. China was able to react
quickly and avoid high death tolls within the country. In preparation for future health threats, there
is a need for a framework with better collaboration between member nations. The discussion of
this topic will help underdeveloped countries be better prepared to face and deal with pandemics.
The efforts to collaborate ensure that even developed countries gain an advantage from sharin
information as pandemics are a danger to every countries socail and economic state. 
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The WHO has always had frameworks prepared to prevent pandemics. Throughout history,
pandemics are one of the few phenomena that incite mass fear and panic. From all the lessons
learned throughout the past, especially from the pandemics in Europe, WHO passed the
International Health Regulations (IHR) in 2005 to provide a framework to help countries
understand their rights and obligations in handling health events such as epidemics and other
medical emergencies that have the potential cross international borders (“International Health
Regulations”, n.d.). The IHR is legally binding on 194 WHO member states. The implementation
of IHR was up to the nations themselves and WHO played a vital role in improving the
collaboration and information sharing required to fight potential health threats. The IHR focuses
on three main aspects: Detect, Assess and Respond.

The “Asia pacific strategy for emerging diseases and public health emergencies” was released in
2005 to combat health emergencies in Asia. This was passed along with IHR and has specific
requirements for Asian countries. This also outlines specific instructions for an Influenza
pandemic and mentions the initial ideas of the “One Health” concept. The One Health concept is
an idea of a unified approach, involving all member nations, to protect the health of people,
animals, and the environment and plays an important role to prevent, predict, detect, and respond
to global health. Following the pandemic in 2019, WHO gathered on 7 May 2021 and released a
report about the steps WHO will take to better prepare member nations for a future pandemic
(“Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental
organizations”, 2021). The report focused on how to end the COVID-19 pandemic and on
increased collaboration among member nations, using One Health, with sustainable development
goals.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

What are the steps required to prevent pandemics in developing countries?

What are the lessons learnt from COVID-19 to improve pandemic frameworks in each
country?

How to increase sharing of medical knowledge between nations?

Why did the IHR fail to prevent the COVID-19 pandemic?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic

Difference in vaccination rates among countries

Ethics of knowledge sharing in the medical field
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