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Esteemed Delegates, 

It is our greatest joy and utmost pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Third Committee of The
General Assembly (GA3) at AUSMUN. We are looking forward to having you with us and are
very excited to see the potential and drive that you will bring to this committee. As your
moderators, we will do our absolute best to make this conference as smooth and as enjoyable as
possible. We have provided you with this background guide to help you understand the topics of
discussion and steer you in the right direction for the research you need for both the conference
and the position paper. It is crucial that you read the guide very well to understand what is asked of
you in this committee. 

This conference is an excellent opportunity to build your confidence, as well as improve your
leadership, research, writing, public speaking, and critical thinking skills. Hence, we urge you to
make the best out of this conference and we will be there every step of the way for any guidance or
support. If you have absolutely any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us at
any time at ga3ausmun2023@gmail.com.

Sincerely, 
Your GA3 moderators: Naya Al-Mikhi, Mona Majdalawieh, Khaleel Zamqan 
Pagers: Mohamed Imbabi, Ahmad Mashaly

2

WELCOME LETTER
Chairs, Pages, and Moderators

2



BACKGROUND GUIDE

The United Nations General Assembly is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations,
serving as the main deliberative, policymaking, and representative organ of the UN. The
committee’s first session was held on the 10th of January of 1946 and included representatives of
fifty-one nations worldwide. The United Nations General Assembly Third Committee (also known
as the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee or SOCHUM or C3) is one of six main
committees at the General Assembly of the United Nations. It deals with human rights,
humanitarian affairs and social matters often in collaboration with The United Nations Human
Rights Council, established in 2006. Topics The Third General Assembly discusses include, but
are not limited to, the advancement of women, the protection of children, indigenous issues, the
treatment of refugees, the promotion of fundamental freedoms through the elimination of racism
and racial discrimination, and the right to self- determination. The Committee also addresses
important social development questions such as issues related to youth, family, aging, people with
disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice, and international drug control.

Voting procedure in The Third General Assembly takes place by a show of hands or by standing,
but any representative may request a roll-call. The name of each member shall be called in any
roll-call, and one of its representatives shall reply with "yes", "no" or "abstention". General
Assembly resolutions usually require a simple majority (50 percent of all votes plus one) to pass.
However, there are some exceptions in this area. If the General Assembly determines that the issue
is an important question by a simple majority vote, then a two-thirds majority is required.
Important questions are those that deal significantly with the maintenance of international peace
and security.
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In August 2014, a large group of unmarked Russian military vehicles crossed the border with
Ukraine and entered the Donbas region. These Russian troops participated in an undeclared war in
Donbas and maintained strategic reserves that would be ready to trespass into Ukraine when given
the order to. In 2015, this war eventually settled into a static conflict between Ukrainian and
Russian proxies with multiple failed resolution attempts, as well as a failure to maintain a
ceasefire. By 2019, 7 percent of Ukraine was already designated by the Ukrainian government as
being temporarily occupied by Russia. Throughout the year of 2021, bilateral tensions increased
due to the buildup of Russian military near the Russian-Ukrainian border, and eventually on the
24th of February of 2022 this conflict escalated drastically as Russia launched the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine.

A ‘’displaced person’’ is one who was forced to leave their home country due to war or
persecution. Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, an estimated number of 12.8 million
Ukrainians have been displaced, 7.7 million of which have been internally displaced. This is
equivalent to 17.7 percent of the country’s population. This alarmed UN human rights experts as
well as The Global Protection Cluster Coordinator, which caused them to call for immediate action
for the protection of displaced Ukrainians (UNHRC, 2022). This war has caused and is still
causing thousands of civilian deaths and injuries, as well as mental and physical trauma. Due to
this violence, homes, hospitals, schools, governmental facilities, and even entire cities were
completely destroyed, leaving the people exposed and easily targeted. Many health concerns have
also been posing an alarming threat on civilians due to the mines and explosive remnants of war.
Many internally displaced civilians, most of whom are women and children have been subjected to
multiple forms of gender-based violence such as sexual exploitation and abuse, including conflict
related sexual violence. Women and girls fleeing towards the border increases their chances of
being sexually exploited and even be used in human trafficking. Other vulnerable citizens such as
the elderly, pregnant women and people with disabilities are among the last to flee war zones due
to their health conditions and are ones who face the most difficulties during war as they struggle in
poorly equipped shelters that lack basic health care and rehabilitation facilities. Food, water,
healthcare, and basic living needs are scarce as sources have been destroyed, making it extremely
difficult for Ukrainians to survive (HCR, 2022).

Secondary effects of this conflict and displacement are also a concern as this influences food
production and availability both in the country and globally. The Russian-Ukraine war is having
an incredibly large impact on global supply chain and trade, hindering the flow of goods,
dramatically increasing fueling costs, causing certain product shortages as well as catastrophic
food shortages around the world. Additionally, Europe’s dependence on Russian oil & natural gas
is causing it to be the region most exposed to the consequences of this conflict. Replacing all
Russian natural gas supply to Europe is impossible in the short to medium run and current price
levels will have a significant effect on inflation.
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The issue of safeguarding the human rights of displaced Ukrainians is vital and critical to
investigate. The conflict has been causing thousands of Ukrainians to be injured and killed, and
countless others are being left on the street with neither money nor food. All their houses, schools,
institutions, and hospitals were demolished. We are also concerned about the secondary effects of
conflict and displacement on food production, which will have a global impact on food availability
(OHCHR, 2022). In Ukraine, basic human rights are being violated. Several cases of law
enforcement abuse, torture, killing, and inhumane treatment are occurring in prisons. According to
an OHCHR report published in June 2022, Ukraine violated IHL and international human rights
law concerning the treatment of war prisoners and the constraints of their imprisonment. Displaced
Ukrainians’ lives have been impacted greatly in the social aspect. People that had to get out of
their houses, leaving all their memories and belongings behind are now traumatized and need
intense medical care. From the economic point of view, Ukraine’s economy has vastly weakened
through a great rise in prices of food, export, and fuel; the rise in prices caused inflation in the
prices of fuel, specifically affecting many countries around the world. The crisis had an impact on
arms transfers as well as military spending. European governments along with the USA were
unconvinced about supplying arms to Ukraine. The conflict’s impact was clear when so many
countries, including Ukraine, increased their military spending drastically (SIPRI, 2015). The
countries most affected by the Ukrainian refugees are Russia, Poland, Germany, and the Czech
Republic. Since the war started, these countries have been receiving the largest numbers of
refugees that need medical care and places to live. 
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The situation in Ukraine drove many international organizations to aid displaced Ukrainians while
managing to maintain their rights. International organizations like UNICEF, UNHRC, IOM,
OHCHR, IRC, CoE and the General Assembly were devoted to providing essential financial
support as well as fundamental relief materials like blankets, sleeping mats, and emergency
shelters to the displaced Ukrainians. The UN has promised to put humanitarian focus as the top
priority and to ensure that these displaced Ukrainians are both safe and protected. 

The United Nations General Assembly has adopted a resolution on 2 March 2022 that deals with
aggression against Ukraine while “expressing grave concern at the deteriorating humanitarian
situation in and around Ukraine, with an increasing number of internally displaced persons and
refugees in need of humanitarian assistance”. Clause 15 of the resolution clearly urges efforts of
the United Nations, including of the United Nations Crisis Coordinator for Ukraine, and
humanitarian organizations to respond to the humanitarian and refugee crisis that the aggression
by the Russian Federation has created. This resolution that the general assembly has adopted
undoubtedly helps deal with the displaced Ukrainians crisis. The general assembly’s resolution has
provided great aid to those displaced Ukrainians that were forced out of their country. Norway’s
NRC is working to preserve the rights of displaced and vulnerable Ukrainians during this crisis by
providing food, education, protection, legal assistance, water, and sanitation. The USA’s OPUSA
also contributed by raising funds to send shipments of vital material aid and recovery supplies to
help those displaced Ukrainians. In addition, Poland's Parliament enacted a law on aid to displaced
Ukrainians, granting Ukrainian TDPs the right to stay lawfully in Poland for 18 months and use its
health care, education, social services, and labor market.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE

1917-1921: Ukrainian War of Independence, Ukrainian–Soviet War, Battle of Kiev and Battle
of Kruty

1918-1919: Ukrainian War of Independence, Polish–Ukrainian War, Battle of Lemberg and
Battle of Przemyśl and Chortkiv offensive

1941-1942: World War II

2001: insurgency in the Republic of Macedonia

2014 - Present: Russian annexation of Crime and War in Donbas and 2022 Russian invasion
of Ukraine.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

How are displaced Ukrainians treated?

What countries are aiding Ukrainian refugees and how?

What actions are taken by the UN to help those displaced families?

Are human rights protected in Ukraine?

How does war in Ukraine affect human trafficking?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Long term global implications of the Russian - Ukraine war. 

The increase in illegal activity due to financial desperation among Ukrainian citizens.

Inflation in countries dependent on Russian products due to placed sanctions. 

The socioeconomic effects of accommodating large numbers of Ukrainian refugees on
neighbouring countries. 

Topic 1: Safeguarding the Human Rights of Displaced Ukrainians
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Since the US withdrawal and the Taliban takeover in August of 2021, Afghanistan has been
suffering a major humanitarian crisis ( HRW, 2022). This crisis is a result of an economic collapse
occurring due to decisions made by governments and international organizations, as well as by the
United States and the Taliban’s failure to reach peaceful agreements to avoid the humanitarian
impacts a change in governance can cause. Before August 2021, Afghanistan’s economy was 75
percent dependent on external assistance. Hence, after the Taliban reign, donor organizations led
and controlled by the United States mandated the World Bank to cut off $ 2 billion in foreign
assistance that the bank has been providing through the Afghanistan Reconstructive Trust Fund
(ARTF). Additionally, the World Bank has revoked the Afghan Central Bank’s credentials,
making it extremely difficult to interact with multiple international banking and financial systems
such as the World Bank, ADB and IMF. 

Consequently, the humanitarian crisis escalated so viciously that more than half the Afghani
population, 24.4 million people, of which 12.9 million are children, are going through a level three
and level four crisis due to high levels of food insecurity. Currently, this malnutrition crisis is
above manageable thresholds in 27 out of 34 provinces and is constantly worsening. In the Ghor
province, the WFP has reported catastrophic level 5 acute famine and malnutrition occurring in
tens and thousands of civilians. The WFP has stated that ‘’Afghanistan continues to face the
highest prevalence of insufficient food consumption globally’’. Thousands of children are being
admitted into emergency care due to acute malnutrition on a monthly basis, excluding the numbers
dying of starvation in areas where no medical attention is available. If the lack of access to food,
water and basic life saving healthcare continues, an estimated 212 children will die every day.
Additionally, WASH needs are exacerbated, with 53 percent of water sources across multiple
provinces drying up, as well as lack of water services causing increase in bacteriological water
contamination leading to the spread of illness and disease, especially among children being starved
and immunocompromised. 

Access to education was already a challenge in Afghanistan due cultural and traditional practices.
Yet with the humanitarian crisis, displacement, inaccessibility and lack of facilities, 4.2 million
children, (60 percent female), are being kept out of school. With prolonged school closures and
absences as well as a lack of sustained access to basic education, 7.9 million more children risk
missing out on critical education and remain illiterate. All the mentioned issues, combined with the
socioeconomic and human rights crisis, will give rise to atrocious consequences such as early
marriages and child labor. This collapse of economy and numerous essential public service sectors
due to lack of funding makes the people of Afghanistan face an emergent uncertain future.   
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Afghanistan's children are among the world's most unfortunate children. They are barred from
receiving life-saving vaccines against deadly diseases, as well as education, shelter, water, and
sanitation. As mentioned in one of the official UN sites, the issue of Afghan children crosses 6
violations against children identified by the UN Security Council (SRSG-SVC), which are:
recruitment and use of children, killing and maiming of children, rape or other forms of sexual
violence, attacks on schools and hospitals, abduction, and denial of humanitarian access for
children (2021). A strong step must be taken by the countries of the UN to protect the rights of the
children of Afghanistan and prevent violence against these children. The children of Afghanistan
face many disheartening problems, most of which are social, economic, and political. On the social
side of the spectrum, these children face child marriages and violence. Getting married at an early
age causes serious health issues for young girls and unwanted pregnancies. In addition, around 250
children were killed in terrorist attacks in 2009; so many of which are sexual abuse. Furthermore,
poverty is one of the biggest economic problems Afghanistan faces. Around 46 percent of their
population lives below the poverty line. The annual gross national income per citizen is 370
dollars. Afghan children face several political issues as well, such as the lack of the right to
identity. Ninety-four percent of births are not recorded in Afghanistan, which results in those
unrecorded cases ending up having no official identity. Even when those unidentified individuals
flee to other countries, they are considered illegal and have no civil rights as a citizen of that
country (Humaniam, 2019). Countries such as Pakistan, Iran, Germany, and Turkey are most
affected by Afghan children fleeing to their countries due to poverty and no shelter.
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Having more than 2,000 children killed and injured in the conflict of Afghanistan, international
organizations like UNICEF, Save the Children Fund, UNHCR, UNSC and General Assembly
were devoted to providing aid to the people of Afghanistan to preserve their human rights. A
resolution adopted by the Security Council on 17 March 2022 is set to maintain the human rights
of children while bearing in mind that they have been disproportionately affected. Clause 5 of the
resolution would help the children of Afghanistan by coordinating and facilitating the provision of
humanitarian assistance and financial resources to support humanitarian activities. While working
towards improving the accessibility of the full spectrum of activities, they strengthen the
cooperation and coherence of activities across Afghanistan, supporting everyone in need, including
women and children. It would also monitor and report on violations and abuses against children,
and support efforts to strengthen the protection of children. Through engagement, it would
undertake specific commitments and measures to end and prevent violations and abuses against
children. Finally, it would support existing mechanisms to improve the overall security situation in
Afghanistan, provide assessments of the explosive ordnance threat and its impact on civilians,
including children. However, there are definitely some limitations to such a resolution since
security is hard to capture 100 percent and be monitored perfectly without a huge number of
workers and security approaches.

Organizations like UNICEF and Save the Children would raise funds to safeguard children's
futures, to protect their rights, and to ensure that crucial assistance is distributed equally to all
Afghan children. The Government of Pakistan has provided shelter and protection to millions of
Afghan refugees and children over 40 years. The Canadian government pledged to accept at least
40,000 Afghan refugees and children. UNICEF also managed to treat more than 300,000 children
aged 6 to 59 months for severe acute malnutrition.

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE

1994-1996: Foundation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan by the Taliban.

2001: Fall of the Taliban by US invasion of afghanistan following the nine eleven terror
attacks.

2006 - 2008: Re-emergence of the Taliban through Afghanistan’s southern regions.

2017 - 2021: Taliban dominates more than 80% of Afghanistan's territory.

2021 - Present: Taliban took control over the country as a whole.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

How to provide asylum for Afghan Children Refugees?

Can all Afghan Children be rescued?

How to deal with orphan Afghan children? 

What are ways to ensure all human rights are met for these children?
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Human trafficking in Afghanistan its ramifications. 

Long term effects of increasing illiteracy among the children of Afghanistan. 

Consequences of the Taliban methods and ideologies on the future of Afghan children. 

The alarming health crisis among the vulnerable groups in Afghanistan. 
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