
BACKGROUND GUIDE

MMXXIII

Background Guide

Security Council (SC):
University Committee



BACKGROUND GUIDE

Dear Delegates, 

It is our honor to welcome you to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC-University)
committee in AUSMUN 2023. We hope that you will enjoy attending the conference. Even though
many consider AUSMUN a competition, our goal for the conference is to learn diplomacy and
international policy, debate, socialize, and have an enjoyable time. 

We hope that the topics chosen for the committee are interesting and exciting enough to spark up
intense debates and competition during the three days of the conference. We are aware that the
United Nations Security Council is an advanced committee, so we will be trying our best to guide
you through the committee rules and ensure your comfort and familiarity. 

The background guide is crucial for your preparation for the conference. We strongly encourage
you to read through it so that you become familiar with the proceedings of UNSC as well as the
topics. 

Best Regards,
Mohamed Ahmed, Suma Alheyari, and Faisal Darwish 
United Nations Security Council (University) Moderators
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Requesting the Secretary General to achieve a pacific settlement of a dispute
Appointing special envoys
Undertaking mediation and investigations
Implementing principles for an agreement 
Issues a ceasefire in an attempt to de-escalate the situation
Dispatch a peacekeeping force to aid in the reduction of tension and the separation of
opposing forces

Function
Functions of the Council include the appointment of judges for the International Court of Justice,
the appointment of the Secretary General, and establishing systems to regulate armaments.
Furthermore, the Council is tasked with the most urgent issues in the world and is an important
factor to the maintenance of peace and security between nations, the investigation, and resolve of
disputes, the identification of threats to peace, and the identification of acts of aggression. When
the Council receives complaints about a dispute, its first action is to use the following means:
(United Nations Security Council, n.d.-a). 

The Security Council is the only United Nations organ whose resolutions are binding, so it is
important to consider this when formulating resolution clauses. Member states are required to
abide by the resolutions that are passed by the Security Council. In case they do not abide by the
resolutions, the Council must first attempt to enforce its decision through peaceful means such as
sanctions and embargoes. 

Formation
The Security Council was established on October 24th, 1945. Similar to the United Nations as a
whole, it was founded after the end of World War II to address the failure of the League of Nations
in maintaining world peace. The creators of the UN Charter decided that France, China, the
Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States would have permanent seats in the
Security Council due to the key roles that they played in establishing the UN. The P5 members
possess the right to veto, which will be elaborated upon in the voting section of the background
guide. Furthermore, there are 6 elected non-permanent member states. These are the 2 Latin
American seats, the Commonwealth seat, the Eastern European & Asian seat, the Middle Eastern
seat, and the Western European seat (United Nations Security Council, n.d.-a). 

Voting
For resolutions to pass, there must be a positive vote from at least 9 member states. If any of the
P5 members choose to cast a negative vote, then the resolution is rejected. This is known as the
Right to Veto that the P5 members have the right to exercise. According to Article 27 of the UN
Charter, nations that are directly involved in a dispute must abstain from voting provided that the
resolution being proposed only invokes the chapter on UN’s pacific settlement of disputes (United
Nations Security Council, n.d.-a). 
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One of the recent buzzwords in international relations is maritime security. The term "maritime
security" highlights emerging problems and encourages cooperation to solve them. However, there
is still no global agreement on what maritime security is. Where there is no consensus, buzzwords
enable global coordination of behavior. But they always run the risk of disagreements and political
tensions fading. Since there are few ways to definitively define maritime security, there is a need
to develop a framework that can be used to identify areas of agreement and dispute (Bueger,
2015). 

The right to freedom of navigation, considered a cornerstone of international law, is increasingly
under threat. Threats to international peace and security, and efforts to keep the world's oceans
open and safe for shipping and seafarers, include piracy and armed robbery, terrorism, drug
trafficking, nuclear and firearms trafficking, human trafficking and immigration. Includes
smuggling, illegal activities in the fishing sector. Waste trade and intentional and unlawful damage
to the marine environment (2021). 

A truly global and integrated response is needed in the face of growing interconnected threats.
Solutions that directly address these problems and their root causes which are poverty, lack of
alternative income sources, insecurity and poor governance. Additionally, disputed borders and
shipping lanes, and depletion of natural resources due to illegal or unreported fishing pose threats
to maritime security (2021). 

The numerous international laws that are used to respond to or seek to protect by law enforcement
authorities, navy officers, other governmental officials, shipping firms, and other participants in
the maritime business. Although it may present legal issues for current methods, it exposes
possible concerns to marine security. Please be advised that the main military element of the
efforts to enhance maritime security continues to be focused on national security. examining how
the coast guard generally affects maritime law. To advance the shared objective of maritime
security, additional minor modifications to the law of the sea are required (Klein, 2011). 

Criminals and terrorists usually use ships for smuggling, the small arms trade is closely related to
the illicit drug trade. As a result, its impact is as serious and pervasive as the illegal drug problem.
However, there is a difference between the illegal trade in firearms and the secret trade. It is not
necessarily against the law for a government to covertly arm a group outside its country, but if the
host country's protocols are not followed, the host country may consider the act illegal to its
internal affairs. The term “illegal arms trade” as used herein refers to the global trade in
conventional arms that violates national and international law (MOSELEY, 2009). 
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Like other international terms, “maritime security” serves to highlight emerging problems and
garner support for solutions. When discussing safety at sea, it is common to refer to the 'threats'
prevalent there. They allude to dangers such as piracy, maritime terrorism, conflicts between states
at sea, trafficking of drugs, people and illegal products, proliferation of arms, illegal fishing,
crimes against the environment, accidents and disasters at sea. There is a demand that maritime
security should be characterized as the absence of these hazards. This "wash-list" way of
describing maritime security helps prioritize issues, provide clues as to how those issues are
related, and provides guidance on how to address those threats. It has been criticized for being
inadequate because it does not outline strategies (Bueger, 2015). 
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Senior United Nations officials said at the Security Council that warned against disputed borders,
depletion of natural resources and armed attacks. Maritime security is being hampered at an
alarming rate by related challenges like piracy to terrorism (2021). Against this background,
emphasizing through its Declaration the need to protect the lawful use of the seas, the lives of
seafarers and the security of coastal areas, the United Nations in 1982 (2021). 

The threat that piracy poses to international trade has raised awareness of the maritime dimension
of security and placed it high on the political agenda. Interstate conflicts in regions such as the
Arctic, South China Sea and East China Sea, and heavy investment by growing superpowers such
as China and India in deep-sea navies, have increased awareness regarding the importance of
oceans (Bueger, 2015). 
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Launch a regional strategy for global issues to enable a coordinated response to security
challenges in European waters and key hotspots such as the Gulf of Guinea and the Horn of
Africa. 
Increase cooperation across borders, between organizations, and between military and civilian
actors. 

TThe goal of the United Nations is to ensure that the seas and oceans are used for both individual
and collective human benefit in a peaceful, cooperative, and legally defined manner. A 15-year
process that saw the establishment of the United Nations Seabed Committee, the signing of a
treaty prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons on the seafloor, the adoption of the General
Assembly's resolution declaring that all seabed resources outside of the scope of national
jurisdiction are the common heritage of mankind. 

EU High Representative Federica Mogherini reaffirmed the EU's position as a global provider of
maritime security. In line with the strategic objectives of the EU Global Strategy, it supports
global cooperation, maritime multilateralism and the law of the sea (2018). 

According to Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
of the European Commission, safe seas and oceans are essential to the well-being of Europe
(2018). The key points of this updated action plan are: 

SOLAS Convention is the most important international agreement related to the safety of
merchant ships. The first version was approved in 1914 after the Titanic disaster, second time in
1929, and the third time in 1948. An implied acceptance mechanism is embodied in the 1974
edition, stating that an amendment will enter into force on a specified date unless objections to the
amendment are received by that date from a specified number of parties (Maritime Security).

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE

Date: February 2021
Event: Involvement of the state and private institutions in arms trafficking rings in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. 
Outcome: Arms trafficking are enabled by corruption and a lack of accountability at different
levels of government. 

Date: March 2021
Event: Arms Trafficking in Latin America. 
Outcome: The increase of organized crime by the use of simpler weapons trading. 

Date: June 2021 
Event: 7 million bullets were stolen in Guanajuato, Mexico. 
Outcome: Difficulty to estimate accurately how much ammunition state institutions lose, as
most of the losses go undetected, which in turn is harder to track.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

What measures should be adopted in the maritime security field? 

Should clearance point officers be held responsible? 

Will new security measures be effective with maritime law? 

What if ships do not comply with the new security measures? 

How will new security measures affect trade between countries? 
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Maritime Law 

Current Maritime Security Measures 

The Transport of Weapons Trafficking

Topic 1: Maritime Security in Managing Rising 
Weapons Trafficking in High Risk Areas 
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Drug trafficking has been a growing issue in Africa, especially with West Africa being a key
element in the traffic of drugs from Latin America to Europe (Bagley, 2009). This drug trafficking
issue has also branched into many other issues involving health concerns, the hindering of
economic development, money laundering, corruption, human trafficking, prostitution, and many
other illicit activities (Bagley, 2009). When Africa’s strategic location in the globe is combined
with its weak border control, poor economy, and corrupt government, it becomes a safe haven for
drug traffickers all around the world (Bagley, 2009). 

Drug trafficking in West Africa is not a new phenomenon, in fact, it began around the mid-1980s.
However, before the 2000s, it was mostly only marijuana that was trafficked through Africa.
Currently, Africa is a worldwide drug transit hub for marijuana, cocaine, and methamphetamines
(West Africa Commission on Drugs [WACD], 2014). This fast growth of drug trafficking in
Africa is emerging in a time where Africa is already suffering from legal instability and corruption
(West Africa Commission on Drugs [WACD], 2014). The weak criminal justice systems in Africa
are struggling to keep up with the rising threat of drug trafficking which is allowing the drug scene
to infiltrate into its borders and for organized crime to flourish in the region (West Africa
Commission on Drugs [WACD], 2014). Furthermore, the drug trade has greatly increased money
laundering happening in the region as more and more criminal groups are getting involved and are
seeking methods of purifying their monetary gains (West Africa Commission on Drugs [WACD],
2014). Additionally, amidst the rapidly increasing drug trade in Africa, casual drug use has also
been increasing at a fast rate which is leading to the spread of diseases like HIV throughout Africa.
According to the Open Society Foundations, “Of the estimated 1.8 million people who inject drugs
in West Africa, 11.8 percent are living with HIV” (Malinowska, 2014). These numbers are
alarming and are also rapidly increasing which is causing a worldwide threat that must be
resolved. In South Africa, 45% of injecting drug users in prison are HIV positive (Reid, 2009).
Moreover, among inmates in Ghana, “injection drug use carries an odds ratio of 5.7 for HIV,
making this the strongest behavioral risk factor for HIV infection while in prison” (Reid, 2009).
These factors further intensify the pressure being placed on Africa as a whole amidst worsening
economies and political instability. 

By examining the history of the drug trade scene around the world, it is evident that what allows
drug trafficking to spread in a region is weak state institutions (West Africa Commission on Drugs
[WACD], 2014). In Africa, it has been made clear through media commentary and interviews that
the financial gains made by drug trafficking has been used to propel corrupt government officials
in elections (Reid, 2009). As a result, a weak and corrupt state institution is created with little to no
resistance against mass drug trade.
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Drug trafficking in Africa has many implications on Africa and the World. It hinders the
development of the economy in Africa, enables the spread of diseases like HIV, increases
corruption amongst government officials, and applies pressure on the growth of the region
hindering its development. However, it is not just Africa that is affected by this rising issue as the
drugs that are trafficked through Africa are then shipped all around the world. For instance, 172
tons of pure cocaine produced in Latin America was shipped to Europe through West Africa (West
Africa Commission on Drugs [WACD], 2014). This transit hub in Africa is aiding the spread of
drugs all around the world increasing drug use which can lead to many other implications relating
to health and the economy. This rise of African drug trade violates three major international drug
control treaties which are “The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the
1972 Protocol”, “The Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971”, and “The United Nations
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988”. These
treaties aim to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs for medical use while preventing them from
being used or trafficked in illegal channels (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC],
2003). 
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Enforcing effective laws and regional corporations against illicit drug trafficking in West
Africa. 
Tackling and resolving upcoming threats towards drug abuse and related health and security
problems. (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime)

Drug trafficking in West Africa has been addresses by many International Organizations (IO),
such as UNODC, UNOWA and the INTERPOL. A Mini Dublin Group conference on drug
trafficking in West Africa was convened by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) Regional Office, the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS),
and the Spanish Embassy in April 2022. The purpose of this conference was to give the organizers
a chance to converse with representatives of diplomatic organizations that are collaborating with
UNODC to combat regional drug trafficking and transnational organized crime (Cfeltess, 2022).
Drug trafficking in West Africa has resulted in a great issue that has yet to be completely tackled,
with the help of the United Nations, as well as other IOs, the issue has been addressed and these
organizations are actively attempting to come up with effective resolutions to eliminate the
worsening issue. As the case of drug trafficking in West Africa worsens, it has been set on the
United Nation’s Security Council agenda, considering the serious threats it puts the countries in.
Some of the many steps included in ECOWAS’s plan in tackling the issue are: 

INTL ORGANIZATION ACTIONS &
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
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TIMELINE

1994-1996: Foundation of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan by the Taliban.

2001: Fall of the Taliban by US invasion of afghanistan following the nine eleven terror
attacks.

2006 - 2008: Re-emergence of the Taliban through Afghanistan’s southern regions.

2017 - 2021: Taliban dominates more than 80% of Afghanistan's territory.

2021 - Present: Taliban took control over the country as a whole.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

Have any of the previously applied solutions worked in the past? How so? 

How can the issue be talked about by its roots? 

What implementations can be made in order to ensure the future generation’s avoidance
towards drug trafficking? 

What impact has drug trafficking in West Africa made on the physical and mental wellbeing
of its citizens and how does that affect the economy? 
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SUGGESTED RESEARCH

Drug trafficking impacts on the economy 

Current measures taken towards drug trafficking in West Africa 

Countries being negatively impacted by drug trafficking in West Africa 

Socio-economic causes and solutions 
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