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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to AUSMUN 2023! It is with honor and the greatest pleasure that we welcome you all to
the sixteenth annual American University of Sharjah Model United Nations Conference
(AUSMUN) and specifically to our committee, the First Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly (GA-1). This committee, also known as the Disarmament and International Security
Committee (DISEC), is the primary panel for the consideration of matters of global security within
the United Nations. Formed in 1945, it also serves in an advisory capacity to the UN Security
Council. GA-1 is also able to make recommendations for resolutions on matters of peace and
security as well as budgets and their use.

Every year in October, the 193-member states meet to discuss important issues that generally fall
into two categories. To begin, there are issues concerning weapons, such as nuclear weapons,
weapons of mass destruction, and other conventional weapons. Second, potential regulations for
private sector companies that provide assistance and training to military and security services will
be conferred. This background guide is the first step in your preparation for the conference. 

We, as your chairs, are looking forward to meeting you all and hopefully making the most out of
this experience by interacting, communicating, and cooperating efficiently. During this three-day
conference we will be discussing the following topics: “Militarization of Outer Space and the
Possibility of a Space Arms Race” and “Gun Control Policies: Effective or a Hindrance”. We
advise that you expand beyond the background guide and conduct your own thorough research
regarding both topics, your allocated countries’ stance, and capabilities in order to generate fruitful
debate during this conference. We truly hope, and believe, that this year’s conference will be a
memorable one for both parties. We wish you the best of luck with your preparations and we look
forward to meeting you all at AUSMUN 2023. If you have any inquiries please contact us via
email (GA1AUSMUN2023@gmail.com), please send your position papers to the same email
address as well.

Best Regards, 
Rama Hamarsheh, Rand Asmar, Ajay Sunil, 
Chairs of GA1
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A two-thirds majority of the members are present and voting is required for the General Assembly
to make critical decisions. Other questions shall be decided by a majority of the members present
and voting, including the determination of additional categories of questions to be decided by a
two-thirds majority. These questions include recommendations on international peace and security,
the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council, members of the Economic and
Social Council, members of the Trusteeship Council, admission of new members to the United
Nations, suspension of membership rights and privileges, and expulsion of members.
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Over the past few decades, there has been an increase in interest in outer space due to the world's
rapid modernization through technology and scientific research. Many countries and nations have
been interested in exploring outer space to find solutions to countless existing issues. With this
increase in interest, there have also been many efforts placed forth by the United Nations (UN) to
maintain peace in outer space, which initially began in 1957. This was caused by the many
concerns raised with the issue of militarizing outer space. Militarization in outer space entails
adapting space for military use by placing weapons in space alongside developing and creating
weapons that will be able to function in space. In any case, the purpose of this discussion is to
create a framework that ensures order to protect outer space while exploiting ways to maintain the
status quo and preventing additional militarization of outer space.

There are already numerous existing treaties and policies to ensure peace between countries that
have been enforced by the UN to balance and control the utilization of outer space. One of the first
treaties, The Outer Space Treaty, was imposed by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space and the General Assembly in 1967 after very careful consideration. Additionally, it provides
fundamental guidelines for the peaceful use of space.

What started the space arms race between the US and the USSR began in 1957 when the Soviet
Union sent the Sputnik 1 satellite into orbit. This initiated the long competition of who is stronger
and which country has more power in terms of space exploration. On July 16, 1969, after many
years of back-and-forth accomplishments between the US and the USSR, the space race ended
when the US astronaut Neil Armstrong successfully landed on the moon, however, given the
growing interest in space exploration and power from third parties, it is still yet to be believed that
the space race has completely ended.

One of the many factors that led to the emergence of this issue is the Anti-Satellite (ASAT) test.
This satellite device was designed by Russia to eradicate hostile space assets, limiting the ability of
the opposing army to function on the battlefield. Human satellites are the main targets of these
missiles which can lead to a disaster. After the experiment has been conducted, we can see that
there is a vast amount of space debris created which poses a threat to many astronauts. Moreover,
study shows that particles as small as one-tenth of a millimeter in size can cause catastrophic
damage to satellites and spacecraft in low orbit, where the speed is roughly 10 km/sec. When
debris from low-Earth orbit (LEO) re-enters the atmosphere, it poses a fatal threat to individuals
and property on earth. Countries such as China, India, Russia, and the United States have
successfully launched ASAT missiles during which other countries have been building and
developing their own.

3

SUMMARY & HISTORY
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SUMMARY & HISTORY
Topic 1: Militarization of Outer Space and the Possibility of a Space Arms Race

Outer space
Outer space refers to the empty region beyond the Earth’s atmosphere. This term is distinguished
from airspace and terrestrial areas. Since the density of the atmosphere steadily decreases with
altitude, there is no distinct barrier between Earth's atmosphere and space.

Militarization of Outer Space
A general meaning of the term "militarization of space" would include any use of space for
military objectives. This definition also implies that weapons may or may not be present in outer
space and that any space object that is a component of a bigger system carrying out a specific
military function would represent the militarization of outer space.

Arms Race
Arms race refers to the rivalry of two or more groups for military superiority. The term is also
used to describe any long-term escalating competitive situation where each competitor or
competitive group focuses on outdoing others (Smith, 1980). It refers to a competition between
two or more states to have superior military forces; a competition concerning the production of
weapons, the growth of a military, and the aim of superior military technology
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The destruction of satellites

Diminished future use of the outer space

Power imbalances and proliferation on the ground

The Charter of the United Nations (1945), prohibits the threat or use of force in outer space. In
addition, the Outer Space Treaty (1967), provides the basic framework for international space law
by prohibiting the placement of nuclear weapons or weapons of mass destruction in outer space. In
1985, the United Nations advocated for a complete ban on the weaponization of outer space in
'The Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space' resolution which reaffirms the fundamental
principles of the 1967 'Outer Space Treaty'. 

The Conference on Disarmament (CD), in the early 1980's, addressed the agenda item "Prevention
of an Arms Race in Outer Space" in an attempt to prevent the use of weapons in outer space.
However, early space exploration in the mid-20th century had a military motivation, as the United
States and the Soviet Union used it to demonstrate ballistic-missile technology and other
technologies with military applications. Furthermore, the consequences of space weapons testing
and aggression could last generations. As such, current technological advances only add to the
urgency for policymakers to pursue a treaty to limit their use. It is therefore important to note the
importance of discussing the weaponization of space which could demolish strategic stability,
undermine national and international security and disrupt existing arms control instruments. As
such, the three major implications of a space arms race include: 

1.
Satellites are used to coordinate military operations in addition to more mundane tasks such as
obtaining weather reports, managing on-ground communications, and navigation.
If states begin testing weapons in space, debris could clog the orbit resulting in difficulties in
positioning new satellites. Furthermore , if an enemy state successfully destroys a country's
satellites, military capabilities can be severely hampered or destroyed, leaving the country
vulnerable to attack and unable to coordinate its military forces on the ground.

1.
The proliferation of debris around the planet would jeopardize our ability to access outer space in
the future by making satellite or rocket launches much more difficult, impeding scientific research,
space exploration, and commercial operations. 

1.
Due to the fact that only a few states currently have access to space, any militarization would be
limited to them, leaving other states to fend for themselves. This would create a clear power and
political imbalance, which could lead to significant distrust among nations. 
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DISCOURSE ON THE ISSUE
Topic 1: Militarization of Outer Space and the Possibility of a Space Arms Race

With the rising concerns growing on the issue of weaponization of outer space, the significance of
regulating militarization of outer space is necessary to prevent the possibility of a space arms race
in the future. The space race between the United States and the Soviet Union in 1969 officially
ended, however, this marked the beginning of a new space race for other nations including India,
Japan, China, South Korea, and North Korea. The United States of America was one of the first
nations to sign the Outer Space Treaty, however, the US has previously disagreed with the banning
of space weapons, which China and the Russian Federation have agreed on. After launching the
Tianwen-1 in July 2020, China has successfully landed on Mars as of February 2021. In addition,
China has denied all allegations that have been made surrounding the attachment of weapons onto
its military satellites by signing the UN treaty for preventing weapons of mass destruction from
being used in outer space. Furthermore, Japan has launched a military satellite for communication
between the army and the defense system which has raised controversy regarding its potential
violation of the Outer Space Treaty. The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea)
has not agreed to sign the Outer Space Treaty as of November 2021, however, due to the
censorship and lack of transparency from the North Korean government, very little can be inferred
about its stance regarding the issue. 
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The General Assembly provides an international platform where matters regarding global peace
and security are collectively discussed by all member states. The Assembly's work on disarmament
is conducted through one of its central committees, the First Committee on Disarmament and
International Security.

The conversation regarding the militarization of outer space ranges as far back as 1958 when the
UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space helped to draft the first international outer
space law. One of the most crucial of these is the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. It explicitly forbids the
presence of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction in the earth's orbit or on
celestial bodies. The act of establishing military stations or conducting military maneuvers on the
moon or other planetary objects was also condemned. The flaw in this treaty is that it does not
prevent member states from placing other types of weapons in space, and as a means of addressing
this issue, in the final document of the UN General Assembly's Special Session on Disarmament,
the aforementioned discussions and negotiations should take place in the Conference on
Disarmament (CD).

The UN CD is the primary panel that manages and discusses space disarmament. However, ever
since 1998, there has been a deadlock set by the US when they opposed plans to adopt a
multilateral accord on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS). The General
Assembly continues to conduct these discussions in the First Committee on Disarmament and
International Security, and PAROS is once again brought up and adopted by the vast majority of
member states, except for the US and Israel, who choose to abstain. 
Additionally, in 2006, Russia and China submitted a draft treaty to the UN for the prevention of
weapons in space. They urged member states for their cooperation in not resorting to the use or
threat of use of force against space objects.
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Timeline
Year Diplomatic Initiatives and Milestones in Arms

Control in Outer Space

1957

1957

1958

1958

1959

1961

1963

1967

1978

1982

2000

2011

2014

2021

2021

(West and Vyse, 2021)

The USSR launches Sputnik which sparks the beginning of the space race between the USSR
and the USA.

The US proposes at the UN that space be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and that the
development of missile technologies be subjected to oversight and inspection.

The USSR proposes at the UN that space be under UN control and that military uses of space
and rockets be banned.

Establishment of the UNOOSA: The first official UN branch dedicated to ensuring actions of
outer space.

UN Resolution 1348 (XIII) establishes the ad hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (COPUOS), mandated to consider legal questions and facilitate international cooperation
in outer space activities.

UN Resolution 1721 (XVI) acknowledges the application of international law, including the
UN Charter, to outer space and the principle of freedom of space; calls on states to inform the
UN about objects launched into space.

The Partial Test Ban Treaty signed by the US, USSR, and UK bans tests of nuclear weapons in
outer space and other domains.

The Outer Space Treaty, formally the "Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies" is
formed.

The UN Conference on Disarmament (CD) is recognized as a “single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum of the international community.”

PAROS was introduced as an agenda item at the CD.

China urges the CD to negotiate a new “international legally binding instrument” to stop the
weaponization of space

The CD establishes the working body “Prevention of an arms race in outer space” to discuss all
issues related to an arms race in outer space.

The EU hosts multilateral talks outside of the UN to finalize the Code of Conduct; no
agreement is reached.

The UN Secretary-General reports on states’ submissions on threatening and reassuring
behaviors in space and opportunities to advance norms, rules, and principles.

UN Resolution 76/231 “Reducing space threats through norms, rules and principles of
responsible behaviors is adopted, establishing an open-ended working group to recommend
possible norms, rules, and principles of responsible behaviors that relate to threats by states to
space systems.
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS
Topic 1: Militarization of Outer Space and the Possibility of a Space Arms Race

How can nations increase transparency regarding the usage of military satellites? 

How can more economically developed countries aid less economically developed countries in
the research and development of outer space strategic defence initiatives?

What are some measures that the international community can take to de-escalate the threat of
an international crisis via an arms race in space if one were to occur? 

What agreements, declarations, treaties or conventions has your state signed concerning this
issue?

What role has your state played to help adequately define or codify the uniform standards for
PAROS?

10



BACKGROUND GUIDE

11

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Topic 1: Militarization of Outer Space and the Possibility of a Space Arms Race

Bajarani, S., & Talmon, S. (2022, April 27). Preventing an arms race in outer space and political         
game-play at the United Nations - GPIL - German practice in international law. GPIL. Retrieved 
October 30, 2022, from https://gpil.jura.uni-bonn.de/2020/02/preventing-an-arms-race-in-outer- 
space-and-political-game-play-at-the-united-nations/ 

Conference on disarmament holds thematic discussion on the prevention of an arms race in Outer 
Space. UN GENEVA. (2021, June 1). Retrieved October 30, 2022, from 
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2021/06/conference-disarmament- 
holds-thematic-discussion-prevention-arms 

Lauder, J., Klotz, F. G., & Courtney, W. (2020, October 26). How to avoid a space arms race. 
RAND Corporation. Retrieved October 30, 2022, from https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/10/how- 
to-avoid-a-space-arms-race.html
 
Peperkamp, L. (2020). An Arms Race in Outer Space? Atlantisch Perspectief, 44(4)46–50. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48600572

https://gpil.jura.uni-bonn.de/2020/02/preventing-an-arms-race-in-outer-space-and-political-game-play-at-the-united-nations/
https://gpil.jura.uni-bonn.de/2020/02/preventing-an-arms-race-in-outer-space-and-political-game-play-at-the-united-nations/
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2021/06/conference-disarmament-holds-thematic-discussion-prevention-arms
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2021/06/conference-disarmament-holds-thematic-discussion-prevention-arms
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/10/how-to-avoid-a-space-arms-race.html
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/10/how-to-avoid-a-space-arms-race.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48600572


BACKGROUND GUIDE

Soviet Union
Until 1929, when private gun ownership was prohibited, Soviet citizens were allowed to own
firearms. Joseph Stalin's repressive and brutal regime came to power while firearm ownership was
made illegal. During Stalin's reign, tens of millions of Soviet dissidents and others deemed a threat
to the government were rounded up and either murdered or imprisoned or forced to work,
sometimes to death. Stalin's heartless disregard for life, combined with his extreme paranoia,
eventually led to the Communist Party's purge, at the same time as a total gun ban was imposed.
During the purge, Stalin famously said, " If the opposition disarms, well and good. If it refuses to
disarm, we shall disarm it ourselves.”

Germany
 Adolf Hitler's Nazi Germany instituted gun control in 1938, around the same time he ordered the
extermination of Jewish men, women, and children. By the time the killing ceased, his murderous
decisions had resulted in the deaths of approximately 13 million Jews and others from various
undesirable minority groups.

China
 Mao Zedong of China was the greatest mass murderer of the twentieth century. According to the
authoritative "Black Book of Communism," Mao's repeated, ruthless attempts to create a new
"socialist" China killed an estimated 65 million Chinese. Anyone who stood in his way was
executed, imprisoned, or forced into famine. In 1935, the Nationalist Chinese government-
imposed gun control.
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Shall-issue refers to the granting of a required license or permit that is subject only to meeting
certain legal criteria; the granting authority has no discretion in awarding licenses.
May-issue is when local authorities have some discretion in granting a required permit or
license. Some jurisdictions may offer administrative and legal avenues for a permit applicant
to appeal a permit denial, while others may not.
No-issue granting of a required permit or license is not allowed, except in certain very limited
circumstances.

The United States of America
The United States Congress has enacted gun control legislation, and the Supreme Court has ruled
on several cases. The National Firearms Act (NFA) of 1934 was America's first major federal gun
control legislation enacted in the United States. Many more legislations and policies have been
issued since then. Moreover, The Gun Control Act of 1968 established the legal framework for the
sale of firearms in the United States. It established licensing requirements, restrictions on who
could purchase firearms, and interstate trading regulations. Gun control advocates want stricter
restrictions on the sale, possession, and use of firearms, whereas gun rights advocates, see
ownership as a fundamental right guaranteed by the Second Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
Public gun control debates usually happen in the United States when a mass shooting occurs.
These tragedies remind people of America's gun problem. According to studies, it was shown that
the United States has a very large amount of firearm violence than other developing nations. There
are many supporters of gun control, the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy and
The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research conducted a study that says that
71% of Americans agree with implementing stricter gun control policies. The United States, which
has had 1.4 million gun deaths in the last four decades, has approximately 40% of the world's
civilian-owned firearms. Despite this, there has been almost no federal funding for research that
could inform gun policy until recently. 

Key terms
Firearms
A 'firearm' is typically used in a state's national and domestic context, including the legislative
framework for the manufacture, transfer, ownership, and use of such 'firearms.' Private ownership
would be included. However, the term firearm has many different legal definitions in different
countries.
Gun Laws and Policies
Domestic regulation of firearm manufacture, trade, possession, use, and transport, with a focus on
the small arms category of weapons (revolvers and self-loading pistols, rifles, carbines, assault
rifles, submachine guns, and light machine guns).
In the context of gun laws, some terms are used in several countries. These are some examples:
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To limit the proliferation of illicit firearms, member states of the United Nations have agreed to
implement a range of measures to 'prevent, combat, and eradicate' the harmful effects of small
arms and light weapons around the world. These include the UN Firearms Protocol, the UN small
arms Programme of Action, the UN Register of Conventional Weapons, and the UN Arms Trade
Treaty. However, still, the destabilizing accumulation, illicit transfer, and misuse of small arms
and light weapons continue to initiate, sustain and exacerbate armed conflict and pervasive crime
globally. The high school massacres in the US, the armed gangs in Brazil, and the systematic
sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo all share a common denominator: the
availability of guns (UN, 2005). 

Gun Violence and Human Rights
Gun violence is a daily tragedy that affects individuals around the world both physically and
mentally. But more importantly, it violates the most fundamental human right – the right to life.
Thus, all states have an obligation to fight actual or foreseeable threats to life and are required to
take precautionary measures to protect their people from gun violence. In addition, people living in
communities with higher levels of gun violence may find it harder or more dangerous to access
local healthcare facilities as neighborhoods are usually armed with criminal gangs who can
obstruct access to health services. Furthermore, the lack of security can have profound
psychological effects, particularly for violence witnesses, members of the victim's family, and
survivors of gun violence. Firearm violence can also have a serious impact on children and
adolescents by disrupting school attendance, and difficulty in recruiting teaching staff in
neighborhoods with higher rates of gun violence which can all reduce the quality of teaching and
undermine their right to education. 
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Gun Violence Worldwide
Gun violence is particularly prevalent in the Americas and specifically: The United States, Brazil,
El Salvador, and Honduras (Amnesty International, n.d.). This is due to easy access to firearms,
weak regulation, and poor implementation of the laws that combat gun violence. The issue is
further fueled by corruption, organized crime, and a dysfunctional justice system in Latin America
and the Caribbean. In 2017, 39,773 people died from gunshot injuries in the USA as individuals
can lawfully openly carry guns in public in 45 states. The US has also been subject to accusations
related to discrimination as gun homicides disproportionately impact more African American
communities and in particular young black men. The need to strengthen and develop more
effective measures that enhance background checks and allow review of mental-health records for
individuals who want to purchase firearms has been argued by gun-control activists for years. On
the other hand, advocates of gun rights continuously argue that there is no evidence to suggest that
gun policies will be effective if strictly implemented in curbing the rate of gun-related deaths
(Santaella-Tenorio et al., 2016). Gun control advocates frequently point to Japan's highly
restrictive firearm regulations, as well as the country's unusually low gun death rate. In a country
of 125 million people, fewer than one hundred Japanese people are killed by gun violence each
year. The majority of guns are illegal in the country, and ownership rates reflect this. Furthermore,
the vast majority of police officers in the United Kingdom do not carry firearms, distinguishing
them from their counterparts in the United States and other countries. Guns are only available to
specially trained police units who respond to specific emergencies or deploy for specific types of
operations.
The Impact of Mass Shootings on Gun Policy 
In recent decades, there have been dozens of high-profile mass shootings. Firstly, mass shootings
elicit significant policy responses. A single mass shooting increases the number of firearm bills
introduced in a state by 15% the year after the shooting. This effect grows in proportion to the
number of fatalities. Second, while mass shootings account for a small proportion of all gun
deaths, they have a disproportionate impact in comparison to other homicides. According to Luca
and Malhotra (n.d.), the per-death impact of mass shootings on bills introduced is roughly 80 times
that of individual gun homicides in non-mass shooting incidents. Thirdly, when it comes to
enacted laws, the impact of mass shootings is determined by the political party in power. Mass
shooting increases the number of laws enacted to relax gun restrictions significantly. 
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Economic Impacts of Gun Violence
In addition to the human impact, examining the serious economic consequences
of gun violence provides a broader perspective on how widespread and costly
this crisis is. Gun violence surges significantly reduce the growth of new retail
and service businesses in the neighborhoods where they occur, resulting in
fewer local jobs and fewer local establishments available for residents to shop
at. Furthermore, in the United States, it was found that in states with stricter
gun laws, the economic toll of gun violence is significantly lower, whereas, in
states with weaker gun laws and higher rates of gun injuries and fatalities, gun
violence costs 
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The UN General Assembly decided to enlarge the scope of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) and wanted to combat issues dealing with underdevelopment, violence,
and insecurity. In particular, SDG 16.4 commits states to reduce illicit arms flows by 2030
drastically, and the UNODC is the body that oversees this effort. 

Additionally, all member states have committed to implementing an extensive range of measures
to prevent, combat, and eliminate the deadly consequences of small arms and light weapons
worldwide. These include the UN Firearms Protocol, the UN Small Arms Programme of Action
(UNPoA), the UN Register of Conventional Weapons, and the UN Arms Trade Treaty.

In particular, the UNPoA places a political (but not legal) obligation for member states to
implement the various measures agreed upon and report to the UN with periodic reports. These
commitments include, but are not limited to, "regulating small arms transfers and brokering
activities; criminalizing the illegal manufacture, possession, stockpiling and trade of small arms
and light weapons; ensuring that weapons be marked and registered; enforcing arms embargoes;
destroying surplus and confiscated weapons; raising public awareness; and implementing
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programs''(Alpers, Philip and Marcus Wilson,
2013). However, this document has come under heavy scrutiny and criticism for "talking big but
doing little" (Red Cross, 2018). In 2018, the Programme was updated by a UN working body to
concentrate on "through-life ammunition management" which would require manufacturers to
number their bullets, and for the UN to track and trace the buyers and sellers of said ammunition. 
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Timeline
Year Event

1934

1938

1986

1993

1994

The National Firearms Act (NFA) — part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “New Deal 
for Crime“— was meant to curtail “gangland crimes of that era such as the St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre.”

The Federal Firearms Act (FFA) of 1938 required gun manufacturers, importers, and dealers to 
obtain a federal firearms license. It also defined a group of people, including convicted felons, 
who could not purchase guns, and mandated that gun sellers keep customer records

The Firearm Owners Protection Act was passed by Congress. The law mainly enacted 
protections for gun owners — prohibiting a national registry of dealer records, limiting ATF 
inspections to once per year.

The Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act amends the GCA, requiring that background 
checks be completed before a gun is purchased from a licensed dealer, manufacturer or 
importer.

The Public Safety and Recreational Firearms Use Protection Act
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QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

If gun control policies were to be strictly implemented, how effective would they be at
preventing firearm-violence?
What are the social, political and economic effects of gun policies?
The question of whether gun policies should make exceptions for cases of self defense.
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